
 

 

13th Annual Youth Valentine Dinner ~ Feb. 11, 5 -7 pm at St. Johnõs  
 

February 5, 2012 -  Visit us Online at TheNewStJohns.com 

If you would like to put something in the 
newsletter please email it to 

stjohnscommspecialists@gmail.com 
or drop it off at the Church by Wed. noon. 

Menu  
Steak, Baked Potato, Italian Vegetables OR  

Pasta Primavera (pasta in white sauce with mixed vegetables)  

Salad, Assorted Bread & Dessert (see below)  
 

Childcare available with free childrenõs meal 
 

$17.50/person, $35/couple Carry outs are available  
 
Name________________________________________ 
 

Phone________________________________________ 
 

Steak _______ (Qty) Pasta _______ (Qty)   

Total _______ ($) 
  

Need Childcare_______ (# children)  
 
Make checks payable to St. Johns and put òValentine dinneró in 
the memo. A member of the Youth will contact you to confirm 
your order. If you have a large group please let us know and we 
will give you a reservation time.  

Card Tables Needed 
  

St. Johnôs Youth seek to borrow card tables in order to 

transform our Ministry Center into an elegant restaurant! 

Please write your name under each table so that it can be 

returned to you. Tables may be placed in Fellowship Hall by 

Feb. 6 and picked up on Feb. 12. Thank you! 

Wednesday Meal 
  

All are invited to join us on 

Wed, Feb. 8 between 5:30-

6:30 pm. The menu is 

Salisbury steak, mashed 

potatoes and gravy, green 

beans, beef vegetable soup, 

tossed salad and carrot cake. 

The cost is $8 for adults and 

$3 for children under 12 

(under three are free). To make reservations, contact Donna 

Gardner at 656.4425 by Mon, Feb. 6. Proceeds from the 

Wednesday meal help pay for kitchen equipment.  

February Is UMW Blanket Month 
  

Through the month of February, the United Methodist Women 

are asking the congregation to help meet their goal of 200 

blankets. A gift of $5 will provide a water resistant blanket to 

someone in the world that needs our help. There is a special 

offering envelope provided with your bulletin today. 

  

UMW has teamed up with Church 

World Services (CWS), who are 

able to buy in large quantities and 

can provide a good wool or cotton 

blend blanket for a modest $5. 

They provide blankets, tools, and 

other emergency supplies through 

the Blankets Plus Program to 

countries effected by disasters - 

Dominican Republic, Haiti, Kenya, 

Cambodia and the U.S. In the Dominican Republic, Hurricane 

Noel left more than 80 people dead, destroyed more than 700 

homes and damaged 16,000 more. CWS and partners provided 

water, food, medical care and light weight water resistant 

blankets to those in need. Your gift can make the world of 

difference by providing warmth, comfort and protection. 

 

Opportunities for Women 
 

UMW & Blanket Sunday - Feb. 5  

Wesley Circle - Feb. 7, 7 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Joy Circle - Feb. 14, 9:30 am in Rm. 105 

Faith Circle - Feb. 21, 10 am in Rm. 105 

Cinnamon Roll Sale - Feb. 26, 10 am 

PJ's & Pancakes & 
FREE Breakfast 

 

Come to church hungry on Sun, 

Feb. 19! The Sr. Men's Group is 

providing breakfast for 

EVERYONE. Kids (adults too!) 

are invited to bring a friend, and 

wear their pajamas. Come to 

church ready to have some 

yummy pancakes. The whole 

congregation is invited to join 

the kids for this fun morning. 

 

Salvation Army Dinner 
 

We are planning to serve a meal at the Salvation Army in 

Alton (525 Alby St.) on Fri, Feb. 17. Everyone will meet at 

the Salvation Army at 4:30 pm to begin food preparation, and 

dinner will be served at 5:30 pm. If you are interested in 

helping, contact Katie at stjohnsyouthleader@gmail.com.  

There is a list of food items needed at the Servant Center at 

the back of the Ministry Center. If you can provide any of 

these items, please bring them to the church kitchen by Feb. 

16 and mark them ñSalvation Army.ò Thank you! 

http://www.thenewstjohns.com
mailto:stjohnscommspecialists@gmail.com


 

 

Prayer Requests 
This week I will pray for: 

  

¶ The military and their families. Military from St. Johnôs 

includes Mike Heatonôs son, Christopher; Jared Meyer; 

and David Sherrillôs daughter and son-in-law, Joseph & 

Elizabeth Traylor.  

¶ Charleen Statler, who is recovering from ankle surgery.   

¶ Cal Coldren, who is recovering from a broken hip and 

pelvis at Meridian (Dogwood). He would appreciate 

visitors.  

¶ The Coldren family, due to the passing of Calôs sister, 

Dorothy. Also, Calôs niece, Saundra, is on Hospice in 

Arkansas.   

¶ Bob & Carolyn Pulliam 

request prayers for Carolynôs 

father, Norm, who is at 

Rosewood. Also, for Mark, 

who is recovering from eye 

surgery, and Steve, Wendell 

and Jim for illnesses. 

¶ Cathryn Reed, who is 

undergoing tests. Also, for her 

friend Patsy, due to the passing of her husband of 70 years.  

¶ Lynn Sanderson requests prayers for Dan, who has cancer 

and is not doing well; AJ, who was in a car accident; and 

for Amy, who broke her foot. 

¶ Linda Overbeck, who is having a procedure to break up 

kidney stones. Also, for her friend, Don, who has major 

medical issues. 

¶ Carol Brown and family, due to the passing of Clay.  

¶ Matt Day, who is recovering from a strained back.  

¶ Bill Powell, who blacked out and fell and was taken to the 

Hospital for tests. He has a bump on his head and a sore 

back from the fall. 

Servant Opportunities 
  

There are places to serve both within St. Johnôs and beyond 

our walls. Sign up at the Servant Center or on the church 

website. Please check back often to see how you can plug-in: 

  

Serving Within the Church 

¶ Help with Childrenôs Church  during the 11 am service by 

being an ñextra set of hands.ò There is no prep, just a heart 

for children.  

¶ Loan your card table to the youth for the upcoming 

Valentine Dinner. Tables should be dropped off in 

Fellowship Hall by Feb. 6 and picked up on Sun, Feb. 12. 

  

Serving Beyond the Walls 

¶ Donate items that will be distributed to the homeless in 

downtown St. Louis on Tuesday evenings. 

¶ Prepare and serve dinner at the Salvation Army Dinner on 

Feb. 17. Food donations are also needed (see page 1). 

Winter Patrol Update 
 

The Winter Patrol guys want to thank all in the church who 

have provided us with the materials we have used to minister 

to the homeless people of St. Louis on Tuesday nights this 

winter. We have had an astonishing amount of donations and 

have so far had plenty of supplies. It just shows how 

determined this congregation is to carry out the good work 

that Jesus talked about. 

 

What happens in Winter Patrol is that every Tuesday evening, 

we load a car or van with supplies and 3 or 4 people and drive 

to St. Louis. We check in with Rev. Larry Rice's New Life 

Evangelistic Center, which organizes the patrols all week. We 

follow a route with typically nine or ten stops at places where 

homeless people often stay. We check on their well-being, 

visit with them and try to give them whatever they need. We 

have found most of them to be just regular people, friendly 

and appreciative, often living in makeshift communities of 

tents, shacks or just nooks and crannies. Some don't say 

much, but others love to talk and tell us interesting stories 

about their lives on the street. Many of them say they already 

have plenty of supplies, but by the end of the route, we will 

have given out most of the food, clothing, batteries, firewood 

and water that we brought with us. 

 

Many people on the route know that Tuesday is when the St. 

John's group comes, and that's when they get a great sack 

dinner prepared by church members. Our bags are one of the 

best meals they get each week, and they have made our 

ministry especially helpful. So a special thanks to everyone 

who has helped with those sack meals. They are very much 

appreciated. 

 

And thanks to your many donations, we currently have 

enough clothing for a couple of weeks. That doesn't mean we 

don't have needs, of course. If you would like to help us, here 

is what we will be needing the most for the next few weeks: 

¶ Batteries, especially sizes AA, C and D. They power 

flashlights and radios and are always in demand. 

¶ Snack foods, such as small bags of chips, peanuts, cheese 

and crackers, granola bars, etc. These help tide them over 

after the meals are gone. 

¶ Canned meat dishes with pop-top cans. Folks on the route 

don't have can openers, but they like these meat and pasta 

meals. 

¶ Bottled water. We have some now, but it won't last 

forever. 

¶ Firewood. It gets cold out there! 

¶ Candles. We have a lot of them, but we give away a lot of 

them, too. 

 

We have collection bins in the helping hallway, and we have 

also created an Amazon Wish List (the link is also available at 

www.thenewstjohns.com). You are welcome to purchase 

anything on the list and have it shipped directly to the church. 

 

We have had enough people for our Tuesday patrols, but we 

can always work in more if somebody would like to come 

along and learn the route. Also, the New Life Center has not 

been able to find groups to do weekend nights, so we are 

going to go out on some Sunday nights this winter to meet 

that need. The Sunday schedule is wide open, so anyone who 

would like to get involved is invited to contact Carl Green at 

cgreen88@charter.net or 656.6753. 

 

Finally, a special thanks to Mike Fair, who came up with the 

idea of our helping with these patrols, brought it to the group 

and has been on several patrols already. If it weren't for Mike, 

we wouldn't be doing this.  

~The Wednesday Menõs Group 

Planning for Tree House Trot 5K  
  

The TWIGS summer lunch program for children in Granite 

City is preparing to sponsor its first annual 5K Run/Walk to 

raise funds and awareness. The Tree House Trot, which will 

take place on June 2 at Wilson Park in Granite City, is in the 

early planning stages. Julia Kalb has agreed to lead this event 

for TWIGS, but she needs your help, and lots of it! Anyone 

interested in helping organize this event, please contact Julia 

at 655.0635 or juliah94@aol.com. Even if you can't help, 

please mark it on your calendar to come out and participate in 

the 5k. Runners and walkers are welcome! 

http://www.thenewstjohns.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=84&Itemid=122
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1O1MT06K1V8HC
http://www.thenewstjohns.com
mailto:cgreen88@charter.net
mailto:juliah94@aol.com


 

 

St. Johnôs UMC  

7372 Marine Rd, Edwardsville 

618.656.1853 

thenewstjohns.com 

Join us for worship at 9 or 11 am  

Our Purpose  

To lead people into a 

growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

 

Our Vision  

To be a beacon of faith and 

service, focusing our 
passions and gifts to reflect 

Christôs love to the world. 

Our Core Values  

Knowing, loving and serving 

God. 

Upcoming Youth Events  
  

This weeké 

Feb. 5 Super Bowl Party, 5 -8 pm. Bring a snack to 

share!   

Feb. 8 Growth Group for high school students, 7 -

8:30 pm 

Feb. 9 Alpha for middle school students, 2:45 -4:30  

Feb. 10 Valentine Dinner Set -up, 5-7 pm 

Feb. 11 Valentine Dinner! All youth please come to 

help at 4 pm. Dinner is from 5 -7 pm. Parents 

and youth please stay to help clean -up after 

the dinner.   

 

Coming Upé 

Feb. 18 Who's Next Event for HS Juniors and 

Seniors: Who's Next is a one -day event  

offered by The United Methodist Church. 

Itõs aimed to prepare leaders for the next 

step as they move into college. Who's Next 

will be held on Sat, Feb. 18 from 10 - 4 pm at 

Springfield First UMC. Registration and $5 is 

due by Feb. 12. 

Feb. 24 -26 High School Fire -Up Retreat: The weekend 

includes worship & music, guest speaker, 

student and adult seminars, small groups, 

meals, recreation, fellowship - all centered 

around growing in the faith. Itõs held at Troy 

UMC.  Registration and $40 is due by Feb. 15.  

Events for Anyone Just Over Middle Age (50 to 100+) 
  

JOMAs 3rd Annual President's Day Dinner: Join us on 

Sat, Feb. 18 at 6 pm at Moonlight Restaurant. Enjoy their 

famous fried chicken, Italian roast beef, baked potato, green 

beans, mostaccioli with bolognese sauce, and salad with their 

special house dressing. The cost is $21, which includes the 

meal, tax and gratuity. Contact Geri at 656.9389 or Julie at 

692.6399 by Feb.11. Rides are available.  

What Every Child Should Experience  
We have been highlighting what children should be learning 

and experiencing to become disciples of Christ. Let us know 

if you have any ideas, or need ideas to help your child grow 

in love and faith.  

~The Children and Family Ministry Team  

 

6-7 Year-Olds 
God... God wants people to love God. 

Worship... I can participate in corporate worship 

through attendance, singing, giving, serving, and 

sharing my gifts. I can offer prayer for others. I begin 

to understand the significance of the sacraments. 

The Bible... The Bible helps me to know how to live. I 

can tell stories of people in the bible. My family 

connects church and family. 

Home and Familyé My family serves those in need, 

and enables me to serve in appropriate ways. My 

family reads stories of faith and prays together. 

Relating Faith to Daily Lifeé Guide me in ways that 

will help me address situations in a Christian way. 

Community and the World... I participate in servant 

ministry in the community, and begin to understand 

how my actions impact those around me. 

Significant Terms and Images... Love, Joy, Holy 

Spirit, Faithfulness, Sabbath, Covenant, Forgiveness, 

Peace, Tithe, Disciple, Discipleship, Miracle. 

Wesleyan Heritage... Love, Grace, Assurance, 

Sacraments, General Rules, Means of Grace, Holy 

Living, Sanctification. 

What Teachers and Parents Provide... Be a living 

role model for children, and talk about how God works 

in our lives. 

UMW Reading Program 
 

Please check out the UMW Reading Program shelf in the 

library (on the right as you enter the room). Hereôs a review 

of a book that is currently available:   
 

Not Just a One-Night Stand: Ministry With the Homeless 

by John Flowers and Karen Vannoy 
 

The authors co-pastor Travis Park UMC in the midst of the 

homeless population in San Antonio, Texas. They have a 

commitment to a ministry of mutual transformation with (not 

to or for) the homeless. That is, together they seek pathways 

with the homeless out of their mental illness, drug or alcohol 

addiction, or difficult financial circumstances ï and with the 

pastors and church members, out of their attitudes of 

superiority and condescension and their addictions to ñego, 

control, lots of attention and the good life filled with toys, 

work and more.ò  Each chapter describes an aspect of the 

work, vividly illustrated with stories, and ends with a 

statement of long-term commitment ï ñnot just a one-night 

stand.ò  The book is just 121 pages, and riveting. Youôll finish 

it in two or three sittings! 

John Wesley Discussion 
 

Have you ever wanted to know more about the man who 

founded Methodism? Join us on Sat, Mar. 17 at 7 pm in 

Fellowship Hall for a lecture/discussion on John Wesley lead 

by Bishop Bill Lewis. Dessert will be served and babysitting 

is provided. Mark this date on your calendar!  

http://www.thenewstjohns.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Not-Just-One-Night-Stand-Ministry/dp/0881775576/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1328039962&sr=8-1


 

 

St. Johnôs Calendar: February 5-18 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Coffee Fellowship, 

FH, 8:30-11am 

Traditional Worship, 

MC, 9am 

Sunday School, 

Whole Church, 

10:05am 

Contemporary 

Worship, MC, 

11am 

Confirmation, Rm 

127, 12pm 

Youth Super Bowl 

Party, Whole 

Church, 5-8pm 

  

Library Team, 

Library, 9:30am 

Bread for the World, 

Immanuel UMC, 

11:30am 

Cancer Support & 

Inspiration, Jeri 

Lampmanôs, 

6:30pm 

Boy Scouts, FH, 7pm 

Outreach Team, 

Library, 7pm 

  

  

Parish Nurse, Rm 

124, 9:30-11am 

Exercise Class, 

MC, 6:30pm 

Women 2 

Women, Rm 

202, 6:30pm 

ELL, FH, 7pm 

UMW Wesley 

Circle, Rm 105, 

7pm 

 

Playgroup, Rm 114, 

9:30am 

Staff Mtg, Rm 107, 1pm 

Wednesday Meal, FH, 

5:30pm 

Quilting for God, Rm 

203, 6pm 

Addicted to Hurry 

Study, Library, 6:30pm 

Children & Family 

Ministry Team, 

Library, 7pm 

Growth Group, Rm 202, 

7pm 

Choir Practice, Rm 130, 

7:30pm 

Al-Anon, Rm 105, 

7:30pm 

Menôs Group, Library, 

8:30pm  

 Young Adult Group, 

TBD, 9pm 

Exercise Class, MC, 

7:30am 

Changing Habits, Rm 

105, 8:15am 

World Religions 

Study, Rm 105, 

9am 

Womenôs Bible 

Study, Rm 105, 

9:30am 

 Spiritual Gardeners, 

Various Homes, 

12pm 

Alpha, 2:45pm 

Addicted to Hurry 

Study, Library, 

6:30pm 

Praise Band Practice, 

MC, 7pm 

Pastor Sherylôs Day 

Off 

Mom 2 Mom, Rm 

202, 9:30am 

Valentine Dinner 

Prep, MC, 5pm 

AA, Rm 130, 8pm 

Menôs Small Group, 

LM, 8am 

Valentine Dinner, 

Whole Church, 5-

7 pm 

  

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Coffee Fellowship, 

FH, 8:30-11am 

Traditional Worship, 

MC, 9am 

Sunday School, 

Whole Church, 

10:05am 

Contemporary 

Worship, MC, 

11am 

Confirmation, Rm 

127, 12pm 

Welcome Luncheon, 

FH, 12pm 

NO Youth Group 

  

Girl Scout Troop 

211, Rm 202, 6pm 

Girl Scout Troop 

355, Rm 127, 

6:30pm 

Boy Scouts, FH, 7pm 

  

  

Circle of Joy, Rm 

105, 9:30am 

Exercise Class, 

MC, 6:30pm 

Women 2 

Women, Rm 

202, 6:30pm 

Todayôs Walking 

Wounded, 

Library, 7pm 

 

Playgroup, Rm 114, 

9:30am 

Staff Mtg, Rm 107, 

1pm 

Addicted to Hurry 

Study, Library, 

6:30pm 

Handbell Choir, MC, 

6:30pm 

Growth Group, Rm 

202, 7pm 

Choir Practice, Rm 

130, 7:30pm 

Al-Anon, Rm 105, 

7:30pm 

Menôs Group, Library, 

8:30pm  

 Young Adult Group, 

TBD, 9pm 

Exercise Class, MC, 

7:30am 

Changing Habits, Rm 

105, 8:15am 

World Religions 

Study, Rm 105, 

9am 

Womenôs Bible 

Study, Rm 105, 

9:30am 

 Spiritual Gardeners, 

Various Homes, 

12pm 

Alpha, 2:45pm 

Addicted to Hurry 

Study, Library, 

6:30pm 

Praise Band Practice, 

MC, 7pm 

Pastor Sherylôs Day 

Off 

Mom 2 Mom, Rm 

202, 9:30am 

Salvation Army Meal, 

Alton Salvation 

Army, 4:30pm 

AA, Rm 130, 8pm 

Menôs Small Group, 

LM, 8am 

Whoôs Next Event 

for Juniors & 

Seniors, 

Springfield, 10am 

JOMAs Presidentôs 

Day Dinner, 

Moonlight 

Restaurant, 6pm  

  

FH - Fellowship Hall 

MC - Ministry Center 

Upcoming Birthdays 

Feb. 5 Brian Downes 

 Robert Smith 

Feb. 8 Dillon Henderson 

Feb. 9 Rosina Denkyirah 

 Martha Horrell 

 Scott Payne 

Feb. 10 Cameron Hollway 

 Adam Sarabia 

Feb. 11 Jenice Belling 

 Bonny Bratten 

 Megan Carlson 

 Katie Maxwell 

Feb. 12 Gavin Guttmann 

 Adam Levy 

 Sandy Tiahrt 

 Robin Umbaugh 

Feb. 14 Emily Fornof 

Feb. 15 Clint Marshall 

Feb. 16 Jim Henderson 

 Anne Kates 

Feb. 17 Carl Coleman 

Walking Wounded - Now What? 
 

Jim Brendle is starting a new Menôs Group for those who are 

looking for answers on how to be useful and vital in your 

senior years. The group will meet every other Tuesday 

evening at 7 pm in the church library, beginning Feb. 14. 

They will be using the book, ñThe Losses of Our Lives: The 

Sacred Gifts of Renewal in Everday Lossò by Dr. Nancy 

Copeland-Payton. For more information see the yellow flyer 

on the church bulletin board or talk to Jim on Sunday 

morning. You can also contact him at 656.4257 or 

jbrendle@madisontelco.com . 

Snell's Will Be In Town 
   

Former members of St. John's, Luke and Billie Snell, will be 

in town next week. Luke will be speaking at the Main Street 

Community Center on Thu, Feb. 9, 7-8 pm on the topic 

"Construction of the Hoover Dam." Friends who would like 

to see and visit with them before his presentation are invited 

to Jim and Jodi Henderson's house at 5 pm for a light supper. 

For those who are interested, we will then go the Center to 

listen to Luke's talk. If you can join us, please contact Jim or 

Jodi (656-4353) and let them know you'll be there. 

http://www.amazon.com/Losses-Our-Lives-Renewal-Everyday/dp/1594733074/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1327456116&sr=8-1-fkmr0
http://www.amazon.com/Losses-Our-Lives-Renewal-Everyday/dp/1594733074/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1327456116&sr=8-1-fkmr0
mailto:jbrendle@madisontelco.com

