
“The Great Exchange” 
By Reverend Troy Benton 

 
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”  - 
John 20:1-2 (NIV) 

 
Our 2018 Lenten/Easter Sermon Series theme is, “THE GREAT EXCHANGE”. As 
Jesus prepared to become the King of glory, those who lined the streets of Bethany 
cried out, “HOSANNA” because of the mercy He lived and loved them through. Just a 
few hours later, the King would claim His crown…on a hill in the city of Golgotha, that 
would offer THE GREATEST EXCHANGE in history! It was at the first Easter that 
Jesus offered payment for a purpose no one could ever fully perceive needed, and 
would never fully understand. To this very day, this offering is one  that all stand in 
awe to claim and His recipients remain eager to proclaim!    
 
Join us, as we mark in the gospels the walk and the wonder of our great King, who 
took of His royalty that we might own our righteousness. We will discover the will of a 
God who thought so much of us that He served as THE GREAT EXCHANGE of 
purchase required that we might live forever. Join us this March and April on Sundays 
at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. as we permeate ourselves in the triumphant purchase of 
our beloved Prince of Peace, who made the impossible available, the undeserved 
credited to our account, and the price paid for the purpose God waited eternity to see 
come forth… SALVATION! All of this made possible, through one of the most routine 
steps we take as humans, transformed into one of the most holy acts taken… 
CRUCIFIXION. Discover in new and fresh ways the reasons why Jesus did so…GRACE 
and LOVE! I look forward to seeing you each week of this series!  
 
 Redeemed, Ready, & Reaching...  
 

ST. JOHN’S UMC 
7372 Marine Road       
Edwardsville, IL 62025 
(618) 656-1853 
thenewstjohns.com 
 
 
SUNDAY MORNING 
9 a.m. Traditional Service 
10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 
 
BLUEPRINT 
An interactive faith experience 
on the first and third  
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
to lead people into a 
growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
 
OUR VISION 
to be a beacon of faith 
and service, focusing our 
passions and gifts to  
reflect Christ’s love to the 
world.  
 
OUR CORE VALUES 
knowing, loving, and  
serving God.  

thenewstjohns.com 
 
 
 

To submit something  
for the Reminder, please 
email it to Lynette  
Nelson at lynettenelson@ 
thenewstjohns.com  
byTuesday at noon. 

mailto:tammybauer@thenewstjohns.com?subject=Newsletter%20Request


Upcoming Birthdays 

March 11  Matthew Grippi 
   Kurt Hobbs 
   John Usher 
March 12  Carol Brown 
   Jay Churchill 
   Tyler Cooper  
   Cameron Dennis 
March 13  Nancy Horrell 
March 14  Timothy Hillyard 
   Maxene Olliges 
   Mike Voss 
March 15  Brent Daniels 
March 16  Jonathan Voltz 
March 17  Sophia Henderson 

Blanket Sunday Recap 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who generously support the UMW 
Blanket Sunday. A total of $1,080 was collected to 
support the purchase of over 200 new blankets.  

Wednesday Meal  
 
The next Wednesday Meal is planned for Wednesday, 
March 14, 2018, from 5:30 p.m. until 6:15 p.m. The 
menu will include corned beef and cabbage, potato 
soup, and a “St. Patrick’s Day” theme dessert. Cost is 
$10 for adults and $4 for children. Dine-in or carry-out     
is available. Please RSVP by Sunday, March 11, 2018, to 
Donna Gardner at dmgardner@sbcglobal.net.  

Last Month for Winter Patrol 
 
Winter Patrol is entering the last few weeks of providing 
love and hope to homeless residents who live in 
downtown St. Louis. Volunteers are needed to ride along 
to help pass out warm winter items and food for the 
next three Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Please contact Jim Craig at jimcraig@live.com if you are 
interested and able to help.  

March Book Group 
 
St. John’s Book Group will meet on Sunday, March 25, 
2018, at 5:30 p.m. led by Jane Klopenstein at the home 
of Jeri Lampman to discuss the book, “Just Mercy”. This 
powerful, true story is about the potential for mercy to 
redeem us and a call to fix our broken system of justice. 
Written by Bryan Stevenson, the founder of the Equal 
Justice Initiative, the book is an unforgettable account of 
a young lawyer’s coming of age along with the narrative 
of the lives of those he has defended. A review by John 
Grisham says, “Stevenson is doing God’s work fighting for 
the poor, the oppressed, the voiceless, the vulnerable, 
the outcast, and those with no hope.”  
 
The potluck Book Group is open to everyone. Please 
RSVP to Jeri Lampman at jerilampman@att.net or (618) 
531-3183. 

Praises & Prayer Requests 
 
 Bob and Carolyn Pulliam request prayers for their 

Aunt Betty, who is in the hospital suffering from 
pneumonia.  

 Prayers for Robert Smith as he awaits testing for his 
heart.  

 Prayers for Nancy Carey as she recovers from neck 
cancer removal surgery that went well and for her 
upcoming treatment.  

 Darlyne and Jack Alldredge request prayers for Jim, 
as he recovers from recent thyroid surgery. They also 
report praise for their son Doug, who is recovering 
well after knee replacement surgery.  

 Prayers for Reese Plickebaum and his family as they 
mourn the loss of his sister and celebrate her life.  

 All unspoken praises and prayer requests of our 
congregation.  

Easter @ St. John’s 
 
St. John’s invites you to join us for our upcoming Easter 
services as we remember and celebrate Jesus Christ for   
His Great Exchange sacrifice of love and everlasting life!  
 
Holy Week Daily Prayer: March 26 - 30, 2018, at noon.                      
A short prayer service everyday at noon during Holy Week 
to reflect on the coming celebration of Easter. Bring your 
own lunch for time of fellowship afterward.  
 
Good Friday Service: March 30, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.  
Reflect on the night of salvation and expression of the    
ultimate gift of love lived out by our Savior, Jesus. Our  
music teams will lead us in special songs and praise. We 
will close with the “disrobing” of the Ministry Center,               
signifying this night of sacrifice.  
 
Easter Sunday: April 1, 2018, at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  
Celebrate the greatest day the world has ever known                   
provided by God’s highest expression of redemption and 
love for our eternal salvation. Children will experience and 
take part in the Living Cross. Wonderful music and praise 
will be offered by all of our music teams.  



First Look  
(Pre-K & K) 

 
Memory Verse: “’Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.”      
Matthew 4:19 
 
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus! 
 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

 
252  

(1st through 4th grade) 
 

Memory Verse: “So let us do all we can to live in peace. 
And let us work hard to build up one another.” Romans 
14:19.    
 
Life Application: Peace 

 
Light Kids Conference 

 
There is still time to register for the upcoming Light 
Kids Conference! This awesome, one day event is for 
all kids in 1st through 5th grades and will be held on 
Saturday, March 24, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m. at Troy UMC in Troy, Illinois. You don’t want to 
miss this fun event featuring music, Bible buzz, snacks, 
games, and so much more. Invite your friends and plan 
to join the fun! Register TODAY to Madeline Douglas at 
madelinedouglas@thenewstjohns.com.  

 
Heifer Project 

 
St. John’s UMC annually supports the Heifer Project 
International. All families and children are encouraged 
to collect spare change, especially quarters for our  
tower, and bring it in on Sundays to go towards the 
2018 Heifer Project International offering. The money 
collected will be used to purchase bunnies, baby chicks, 
sheep, and hopefully a cow to help people living in 
poverty stricken countries. Thank you for being the 
CHANGE to help end world hunger!  
 

Stay Connected                       
 
Do you receive the weekly e-mail from St. John’s about 
the upcoming service details and Reminder newsletter? 
Special e-mails are also sent from time to time with               
important church happenings. If you are having trouble 
accessing your e-mails from St. John’s or would like to be 
added to the weekly e-mail list, please contact Lynette 
Nelson at lynettenelson@thenewstjohns.com.  

Confirmation 2018 
 
March 11th Lesson:  
Our Theology - Hitting the Mark: Sin & Grace 
There are many definitions and understandings of                 
sin. Some say that sin is breaking one of the Ten               
Commandments, while others say that sin is anything 
you do that is displeasing to God. In this lesson, we will 
explore what it means to sin, its impact on self and  
others, and how love serves as the arrow to hit God’s 
“target” of grace.  
 
Meeting Schedule:  
 Class: Sunday, March 11 @ 10:05 a.m.  
 Class: Sunday, March 18 @ 10:05 a.m.  
 Class: Sunday, March 25 @ 10:05 a.m.  
 Confirmation: Sunday, April 8 @ both services 

Houston Mission Trip 
 
St. John’s UMC will travel to Houston, Texas to help 
repair damage from Hurricane Harvey May 26 to June 2, 
2018. If you are interested in going on in the mission trip 
please sign-up at the Servant Center. An informational 
meeting will be held on Sunday, March 18, 2018, at 
12:15 p.m. The trip is open to anyone 14 years old and 
older. Contact Michelle Babb for more information at 
michellebabb@thenewstjohns.com. 

Leadership Training 
 
The 2018 Leadership Training for Chairpersons and                     
committee leaders/team members is going to be held                
on Sunday, March 25, 2018, at 12:15 after the second 
service in the Fellowship Hall. Food will be provided. We 
also invite any member of the congregation who is                       
interested! Please sign-up at the Servant Center that you 
will be attending so we can get a head count for lunch. If 
the Chairperson cannot attend, please send someone in 
your place. We would love to have every team/committee 
represented. 



What’s Happening @ St. John’s 

Schedule for Sunday, March 11 - 17, 2018 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11 

8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship          Fellowship Hall 

9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service          Ministry Center 

10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                    Various Rooms 

11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service          Ministry Center 

6:00 p.m.  Small Study Group          Room 127 

6:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

 
MONDAY, MARCH 12 

8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 

7:00 p.m.  Al-Anon           Youth Room 

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 

 
TUESDAY, MARCH 13 

9:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting           Room 127 

6:30 p.m.  Outreach Team           Room 127 

7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope          Room 105 

 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 

12:00 p.m.  Wednesday Meal Prep          Kitchen 

2:00 p.m.  Organist Practice           Ministry Center  

3:00 p.m.  Hospice of Southern  

  Illinois Grief Support          Room 105 

5:30 p.m.  Wednesday Meal           Fellowship Hall 

6:00 p.m.  Quilting for God          Room 203 

6:00 p.m.  Winter Patrol             

7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon           Room 105 

7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice           Choir Room  

7:30 p.m.  Young Adult  

  Journey Group           Room 202 

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 15 

8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 

9:30 a.m.  Study Group            Room 105 

12:00 p.m.  Quilt Retreat Prep          Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice          Ministry Center 

6:30 p.m.  SPRC            Room 203 

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 16 

8:00 a.m.  Quilt Retreat           Fellowship Hall 

8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous          Fellowship Hall 

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 17 

 


