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SUNDAY MORNING 
9 a.m. Traditional Service 
 
10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
 
11 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
to lead people into a 
growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 
OUR VISION 
to be a beacon of faith 
and service, focusing our 
passions and gifts to  
reflect Christ’s love to the 
world.  
 
 
OUR VALUES 
knowing, loving, and  
serving God.  

/thenewstjohns.com 
 
 
 

To submit something  
for the Reminder, please 
email it to Lynette  
Nelson at lynettenelson@ 
thenewstjohns.com  
byTuesday at noon. 

Thrills & Chills on Winter Patrol 
By: Carl Green 

 
We knew hungry and homeless people were somewhere in the old warehouse, and we 
had dinner bags and much more to share with them. But how would we get in there 
and find the people? Around one side, under unruly foliage, a couple of old tires with 
wheels still in them were stacked into a sort of ladder. We climbed the tires to a wide 
ledge leading to a broken door that was shut at the bottom but opened further up. We 
squeezed through but were not prepared for the vision of a huge fire in smoky 
darkness, with 15-20 people milling about or sitting very still – and looking back like 
we were the weird ones.  
 
I’ve had six years’ worth of Winter Patrol chills and thrills but this was truly a scary 
scene, like something out of Dante’s Inferno. We approached cautiously with our tubs, 
and I called out, “Winter Patrol! How is everybody doing? We’ve got dinners and water 
for you!” With that, people broke out in smiles and greetings and welcomed us.  
 
In past years we established regular routes because people were in the same places 
each week, and they would look for us and get to know us. But with the city of St. 
Louis cracking down, such homeless “congregations” no longer exist. 
Instead, we find individuals and small groups in random places along the streets. We 
kept returning to the old spots – not just because of the people at them, but because 
of the people we would find along the way. 
 
It was another great year for the St. John’s Winter Patrol. We switched from 
Wednesdays to Tuesdays because we found other groups going out on Wednesdays. 
We kept building our all-important infrastructure – the volunteers who prepare meals, 
the ones who organize our collections of clothing and supplies, and those who ride 
along to provide a personal, face-to-face ministry that brings the love of Jesus to some 
of the most desperate people to be found anywhere. We got much appreciation in 
return. Having our depot room outfitted with tall, rangy shelves and plenty of tubs 
helped organizing a lot this year. The church van continued to be a roomy and reliable 
beacon of hope everywhere we would stop, and the huge lot of blankets we were able 
to buy for $20 helped so many.  
 
A BIG ’THANKS’ to everyone who helped, either by volunteering, dropping off 
materials or just saying a prayer of support for our 17 expeditions!   

A mother, daughter and   
two year old son.     

A woman in need of 
shoes, loved the boots. 

Distributing items to friends at  
The Soulard Market.  

mailto:tammybauer@thenewstjohns.com?subject=Newsletter%20Request


Upcoming Birthdays 

April 14  Kevin Autenrieb 
 
April 17  Nancy Hilyard 
 
   Olivia Pigeon 
 
   Jacob Turner 
 
April 18  Naomi Popp 
 
April 19  Julianna Eastman 
 
   Matthew Hobbs 
 
   Matthew Reinhard 
 
April 20  Katelyn Bertels 
 
   Grant Denby 
 
   Leah Denby   

Praises & Prayer Requests 
 

 Continued prayers for Lori Biesemeyer as she recovers 
from a broken leg.  

 

 Prayers for improved health and recovery for Ray 
Eyster after recent shoulder surgery.  

 

 Prayers of healing for Reese Plickebaum, and prayers 
for strength for his wife Jan.  

 

 Bob and Carolyn Pulliam request continued prayers of 
healing for Nancy as she recovers from recent 
surgery.  

 
 All unspoken praises and prayer requests of our 

congregation.  
 

Bridge Bread 
 
Bridge Bread will be available to purchase this Sunday, 
April 14, 2019, from 9:00 a.m. until noon in the  
Ministry Center Hallway. Plan to stop by to pick-up your 
favorite fresh bread, rolls, and other sweet treats. 
 

Salvation Army Easter Dinner 
 

Volunteers are needed to help serve Easter dinner to the                      
residents living at The Salvation Army Booth House on 
Sunday, April 21, 2019, beginning at 3:00 p.m. If you  
are able to help please sign-up at the Servant Center or 
contact Joann Eyster at (618) 435-0925.  
 

McAlister’s Dining for Dollars 
 
Join us for the April Dining for Dollars event on Tuesday, 
April 16, 2019, at McAlister’s Deli - 312 Great Place Drive 
in Edwardsville from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. St. John’s 
UMC will receive a percentage of all carryout and dine-in 
sales. St. John’s volunteers will be on hand to help serve 
you. Come hungry and invite others to help us pack the 
restaurant! For more information please contact Tom 
Packard at (618) 656-8959. 
 

Easter at St. John’s 
 
We invite you to join us to learn about and experience the 
last days of Jesus’ life through the incredible MIRACLE of 
Easter and the resurrection. If you have ever experienced 
or prayed for a MIRACLE, you won’t want to miss these 
opportunities to hear how God uses powerful acts to draw 
people to salvation. JOIN US!  
 
 MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18  
Participate in our Communion Worship Service and 
remember how Jesus spent His last night with the 
disciples in the Upper Room. The “Spirit Song,” will guide 
us beginning with worship at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19 
Reflect on the night of salvation and expression of the 
ultimate gift of love lived out by our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Stations of the Cross will be available for everyone to 
participate beginning at 5:30 p.m. The Good Friday 
Worship Service will begin at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21  
Celebrate the greatest day and miracle the world has ever 
known illustrating God’s highest expression of redemption 
and love for our eternal salvation! Children will experience 
and take part in the Living Cross. Wonderful, joyous 
music and praise will be offered by all of our music teams 
at our 9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service and 11:00 
a.m. Contemporary Worship Service.  



SUNDAY SCHOOL: Every week in rooms 
201 & 202 at 10:05 a.m. Join us for good 
discussion over donut holes! 

YOUTH GROUP: Join us for lots of fun!   
 
April 14: Confirmation & Youth Group @  
6:00 p.m.  
 
April 21: No Youth Group 
 
April 28: Confirmation Sunday @ both 
worship services 
 
May 5: Youth Group @ 6:00 p.m.  
 
May 12: Mother’s Day 

First Look (Pre-K & K) 

 
Theme: Palm Sunday - Matthew 21:1-16 
 
Bottom Line: Jesus Is My Friend  
There is no greater friend than one who sacrifices their 
life for another. Jesus did just that. He died and came 
back to life so we can be with God forever. God gave us 
Jesus. He is alive, and He wants to be our friend forever. 
He is the ONE who will never leave us, never forsake us, 
and never stop loving us.  
 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 
17:17 NIrV 

 
252: (1st - 4th Grades)  

 
Theme: Palm Sunday - John12:9-16 
 
Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God keeps 
His promises.  
  
Hope is a response to the character of God. We are often 
limited in what we see and understand, but we can  
believe in a God we know keeps His promises. Our hope is 
rooted in a good God who is working to make something 
beautiful with our lives.  
 
Memory Verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But 
be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world!” 
John 16:33b NIrV 

Habitat Lunches 
 

Volunteers are needed to provide and deliver lunch, as 
well as the needed utensils, by 11:00 a.m. for 15 to 20 
workers on Saturday, April 27, 2019, for the Habitat for 
Humanity workers. This is a great small group or class  
activity. Sign-up at the Servant Center or contact Joann 
Eyster at (618) 435-0925 or joannmarti1@hotmail.com.  

Community Day of Service 
 
Plan to join other groups and individuals in our  
community in serving others on Saturday, May 4, 2019, 
for our annual Community Day of Service! Volunteers will 
perform yard work and small home-repair projects for  
area seniors and others who need help. This is a great 
opportunity to serve others AND meet new friends from 
other churches as we join together to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus! Sign-up at the Servant Center or contact 
Michelle Babb at michellebabb@thenewstjohns.com.  
 

Chicken N’ Dumplings 
Missions Dinner 

 
Plan to eat lunch at St. John’s on Sunday, April 28, 2019, 
for the annual Chicken N’ Dumplings Missions Dinner from  
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The menu 
will include chicken n’ dumplings, green beans, mashed 
potatoes, coleslaw, rolls, and homemade desserts. The 
cost is $10 for adults and $7 for children 5 years old and 
older. All proceeds benefit the mission projects and trips 
of St. John’s UMC.  

Youth Choir 
 

Returning September 2019: the St John's UMC Youth 
Choir! The first rehearsal will be Sunday, September 8, 
2019, from 10:50 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. in the choir room. 
The Youth Choir will sing several times a year at joint  
services, the Christmas Season, Thanksgiving, Palm  
Sunday and Mother's day. All elementary and middle 
school aged children are invited to participate! Bring your 
enthusiasm and great participation skills. Adult volunteers 
are also needed to assist with the choir with music  
selection and organization. For questions, please contact 
Amy E.W. Prince at amyprince@thenewstjohns.com.   



What’s Happening @ St. John’s 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21 
Easter 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship         Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service         Worship Center 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                   Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service         Worship Center 
3:00 p.m.  Salvation Army Dinner        Booth House 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 22 
6:30 p.m.  Social Justice          Room 105 
7:00 p.m.  AA           Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts                 Fellowship Hall  
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23 
3:00 p.m.  Prep for Men’s Breakfast     Kitchen 
7:00 p.m.  Boys Scouts 
  Committee Meeting            Room 127 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope         Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 
7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast         Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting            Library 
5:00 p.m.  Confirmation Rehearsal       Worship Center 
6:00 p.m.  Quilting for God         Room 203 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon          Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice          Choir Room  
7:30 p.m.  Young Adult 
  Journey Group          Room 202 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 25 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking          Worship Center  
9:00 a.m.  Covenant Group          Room 105 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group           Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice         Worship Center 
6:30 p.m.  SPRC           Room 203 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous         Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 
8:00 a.m.  Organist Practice Time        Worship Center 
 
          

SUNDAY, APRIL 14 
Palm Sunday 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship         Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m. Bridge Bread          WC Hallway 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service         Worship Center 
10:00 a.m.  Sunday School          Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service         Worship Center 
4:30 p.m.  Trustees          Room 127 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 15 
9:30 a.m.  Library Team           Library 
7:00 p.m.  AA           Youth Room  
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts          Fellowship Hall  
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16 
6:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts Den 2         Fellowship Hall 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope         Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17 
6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Team          Library 
7:00 p.m.  CFM Team           Workroom 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Non           Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice          Choir Room  
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18 
Maundy Thursday 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking          Worship Center 
9:00 a.m.  Covenant Group          Room 105 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group           Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice         Worship Center 
7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Service   Worship Center 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 19 
Good Friday 
5:30 p.m.  Stations of the Cross         Worship Center 
7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service          Worship Center 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous         Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20 
8:00 a.m.  Organist Practice Time        Worship Center 
  Cinnamon Roll Prep         Kitchen 
11:30 a.m.  4-H Soup & Sandwich         Fellowship Hall 
 

 MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18  

      7:00 p.m. Communion Service 

 

 GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19 

      5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
 

      7:00 p.m. Worship Service 

 

 EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21  

      9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service  
 

      11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service.  


