
Winter Without End, Amen! 
By Carl Green 

 
St. John’s Winter Patrollers served the homeless again with good food, good clothing and 
good fellowship. A cold winter that never seems to end was the appropriate setting for the 
St. John’s Winter Patrol team from December through March. People have been down-
hearted, tired and frustrated - and that’s just us, not the people on the streets! They’ve got 
it worse. They’re hungry and cold, and most of them have nowhere to go. So they watch 
for the big white van from St. John’s on Wednesday evenings, knowing it will bring relief, 
food and fellowship from people who care enough to venture out on the mean streets of 
St. Louis. 
 
The city’s new shelter on Biddle Street 
has been a great thing for many of the 
homeless people, but every good deed 
seems to find its own devils. Nowadays, 
if that shelter can’t take in more people, 
or if it’s too late in the day, there usually 
is nowhere we can take people who need 
to come inside for the night - and that’s 
a great frustration to our crew.  
 
We’ve learned over six years that the 
homeless scene keeps changing. Places 
where we reach dozens or hundreds of 
people in one winter, are usually closed 
the next. With the city’s push to get 
people off the streets, we haven’t had a 
large campground or compound to stop 
at each week and serve large groups. 
But that doesn’t mean we haven’t been needed. This year, we found more people 
wandering on their own or in small groups. We learned to cruise the back streets, parks 
and parking lots. Some nights we just kept finding people until we were literally out of 
supplies. Other nights, we didn’t find as many as we expect to see. 
  
So doing God’s work on the streets has never been more important, but never more 
difficult, either. Highlights included: meeting Spider Dan and his family of four sleeping in a 
mini-van, and finally off heading to a better place in it; worrying about our friend from last 
year, Crystal, and finally locating her in a tent at the pallet yard, where she was overjoyed 
to see us; getting to know a sweet, older lady in a wheelchair who would somehow find 
her way to a certain bus stop along Market; knowing that our longtime friend the gruff old 
drunk would always be on the 11th Street heat grate right across from the beautiful new 
federal courts building; and finding several new tent locations where people were glad to 
get some help, including a group in Illinois near the Casino Queen. It was a memorable 
season indeed! 
 
Some of us contribute mainly by going out on Wednesday nights. In fact, Jim Craig figured 
out that the various drivers and riders spent a total of 227 hours on the 17 mission nights. 
But there are others who play a crucial role without ever leaving Edwardsville. Two of them 
spent some 30 hours purchasing, sorting and organizing food into 467 dinner bags. Three 
others spent about 40 hours sorting and organizing the clothing and supply donations.  
 
We would like to thank everyone at St. John’s for the great support we’ve been given this 
season and in past years. Without it, these people on the street would be just a little 
colder, a little hungrier and a little less hopeful about their chances in this world. Jesus told 
us to do unto others as we would have them to unto us. I hope I’m never standing on the 
street, holding all of my possessions, but if I ever am, I’ll be watching for the big white St. 
John’s van!  
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SUNDAY MORNING 
9 a.m. Traditional Service 
10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 
 
BLUEPRINT 
An interactive faith experience 
on the first and third  
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
to lead people into a 
growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
 
OUR VISION 
to be a beacon of faith 
and service, focusing our 
passions and gifts to  
reflect Christ’s love to the 
world.  
 
OUR CORE VALUES 
knowing, loving, and  
serving God.  
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Nelson at lynettenelson@ 
thenewstjohns.com  
byTuesday at noon. 
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Upcoming Birthdays 
April 15  Lainey Ziegler 
 
April 17  Nancy Hilyard 
   Olivia Pigeon  
   Jacob Turner 
 
April 18  Naomi Popp 
 
April 19  Julianna Eastman  
   Matthew Hobbs 
   Matthew Reinhard 
 
April 20  Katelyn Bertels 
   Grant Denby 
   Leah Denby 
    

Thank You 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Chicken N’ 
Dumplings Mission Dinner last Sunday. We raised $1,300 
for mission projects and trips at St. John’s! Over 30 years 
ago, Hazel Loucks and her mother cooked the very first 
chicken n’ dumplings meal. Since then, this event has 
become a St. John’s tradition and makes service possible 
to others in our local communities, those in need in our 
country, and assistance to people around the world.  
Special thanks to Hazel Loucks for making the event so 
wonderful, and to her kitchen team who prepared the 
food. A huge thank you to Joann Marti-Eyster for                       
coordinating all of the volunteers, and a final shout-out  
to the youth of St. John’s who so wonderfully served                   
everyone at the dinner.  

Mission Trip  
 
There are spots available for the St. John’s Mission Trip 
to Houston, Texas, May 26th -  June 3, 2018. Is God 
calling you to serve in this special and life-changing way? 
We will repair homes damaged by Hurricane Harvey last 
fall, and spread the love of Jesus to people whose lives 
have been touched by disaster and despair. Consider 
joining this adventure in faith and discipleship. Contact 
Michelle Babb at michellebab@thenewstjohns.com.  

Praises & Prayer Requests 
 

 Paul and Mary Lancaster appreciate prayers for some 

health concerns Paul is experiencing.  

 Prayers for Reverend Troy Benton, his wife Emma, 

and their two children Taylor and Autumn, as they 

make the transition to the next place of service in 

ministry.  

 Prayers for Reverend Grant Armstrong as he 

transitions into the role of Senior Pastor, and his wife 

Amy, and their three children Lilli, Clara, and Theo, as 

they make their transition to the St. John’s family 

beginning July 1, 2018.  

 Prayers for Mary McQuilkin, as she makes her 

transition into the role of Associate Pastor at St. 

John’s UMC beginning July 1, 2018.  

 All unspoken praises and prayer requests of our 

congregation.  

Birthday Cards 
 
Former, longtime St. John’s UMC member, John Rider, is 
celebrating his 95th birthday on April 19, 2018. His family 
would love for his friends at St. John’s to join in the                 
celebration by sending him birthday cards. Please send 
cards if the spirit so moves you to P.O. Box 689,                    
Jonesboro, IL 62952.  

Discover Your Spiritual Gifts 
 
Have you completed the Spiritual Gifts Inventory? If you 
don’t have e-mail or computer access, we will have                   
paper copies and computer assistance available in                   
Fellowship Hall following both services on Sunday, April 
15, 2018. Your results will include suggestions on how 
you can apply your gifts in various ministries at St. 
John’s. This survey is the first step toward connecting              
to service. To access the survey online, please visit:                   
thenewstjohns.com/serve and click on the “Spiritual Gifts 
Survey” link in the first paragraph.  

Meals-on-Wheels Success 
 
Many thanks to the volunteers from St. John’s who 
delivered meals-on-wheels during the month of March! 
Sandy and Steve Baxter, Connie Funkhouse, Joann Marti-
Eyster, Bill and Mary Pierce, Amy Rakes, Joan Wentz. 
Special thanks to Jean Nunnally who delivers meals every 
week of the year.  



First Look  
(Pre-K and K) 

 
Memory Verse - “Go and make disciples of all nations” 
Matthew 28:19.   
Bottom Line – I can tell others about Jesus. 
Basic Truth - Jesus wants to be their friend forever!  

 
252 

(1st through 4th grades) 
 
Memory Verse - “Wait for the Lord. Be strong and 
don’t lose hope. Wait for the Lord!” Psalm 27:14.   
Life Application – Patience  
 
 
Both Sunday School Classes are still collecting an                      
offering for Heifer International!  

A Reason to Sing 
 
A recent article about beating Alzheimer’s stated that 
there is growing research on the benefits of music and 
the brain; and how listening to music is great, but playing 
or singing music is even more beneficial. Consider joining 
the St. John’s choir! The choir practices every Wednesday 
evening from 7:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. and at 8:30 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings to sing at the 9:00 a.m. worship 
service. If you like to sing we invite you to join the fun 
and exercise your brain, too, in the choir!  
 

Feed the Children 
 
Looking for something to make you feel REALLY, 
REALLY good? Here’s a thought: help feed hungry 
children this summer! The 2018 TWIGS Summer Lunch 
Program kicks-off in May and there is a need for people 
to help distribute food to children during the summer, 
usually Monday through Friday, from May until August. 
You can choose to help once or twice a week, or as 
often as your schedule allows. Children are also 
encouraged to volunteer, even grandchildren! TWIGS is 
always in need of more volunteers, so PLEASE give this 
servant opportunity serious thought and prayer. An 
orientation meeting is planned for Monday, April 23, 
2018, at 6:00 p.m. To attend, please RSVP to Elaine 
Smith at (618) 346-1970. Transportation is available. 
You will not regret volunteering and making a difference 
in the lives of children!  

Community Service  
 
Join with other churches and civic groups in serving                
others on Saturday, April 28, 2018. The Community Day 
of Service will begin in Township Park with a brief prayer 
and blessing of all workers at 7:30 a.m. Then we will          
disperse to various home-repair and yard-work projects 
serving those in need in our community. Can you help, 
perhaps with your family or small group? If you would 
like to volunteer, please contact the church office at 
(618) 656-1853, sign-up at the Servant Center, or e-mail 
Michelle Babb at michellebabb@thenewstjohns.com.  

Mark Your Calendar 

Plan to attend the Spring FX Event “Make It Awesome!” - 

Sunday, April 22, 2018, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. It 

will be a night of fun, music, fellowship, dancing, and 

games as we learn how we can, “Make It Awesome”. 

Harvest will be our special guest! Mark your calendars 

because this is an evening you won’t want to miss! 

Missing Donuts 
 
Sadly, due to it be cost prohibitive and not enough                  
donations to cover the costs, there will no longer be                
donut holes for fellowship time on Sundays mornings. 
Less costly snacks will be provided. Volunteers are also 
desperately needed to help serve during coffee hour! If 
you can help once a month please contact Joyce Brendle, 
Hazel Loucks, or Charlotte Blackledge.  



SUNDAY, APRIL 15 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship          Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service          Ministry Center 
9:00 a.m.  Bridge Bread           MC Hallway 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                    Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service          Ministry Center 
4:30 p.m.  Trustees           Room 127 
6:00 p.m.  Small Group Study           Room 127 
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group            Youth Room 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 16 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
9:30 a.m.  Library Team            Library 
6:00 p.m.  Girl Scouts           Room 127 
7:00 p.m.  Al-Anon           Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Missions Team           Room 105 
7:00 p.m.  New Member Class          Room 127 
 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17 
10:00 a.m. UMW Faith Circle          Room 105 
6:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope          Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18 
2:00 p.m.  Organist Practice           Ministry Center 
7:00 p.m.  CFM Team            Workroom 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon           Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice           Choir Room  
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 19 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group            Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice          Ministry Center 
6:30 p.m. SPRC            Room 203 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 20 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous          Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 21 
8:00 a.m.  UMW Cinnamon Roll  
  Prep            Kitchen 
 
 

What’s Happening @ St. John’s 
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship          Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service          Ministry Center 
10:00 a.m.  Cinnamon Roll Sale          Fellowship Hall 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                    Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service          Ministry Center 
6:00 p.m.  Small Group Study           Room 127 
6:00 p.m.  Spring FX           Ministry Center 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 23 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
7:00 p.m.  Al-Anon           Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m.  New Member Class          Room 127 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 24 
10:00 a.m.  Mission Leader’s          Library 
3:00 p.m.  Prep for Men’s  
  Breakfast           Kitchen 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts Committee 
  Meeting           Room 127 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope          Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 
7:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast          Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m.  Emergency Assistance 
  Fund            Room 127 
11:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting           Library 
2:00 p.m.  Organist Practice           Ministry Center 
6:00 p.m.  Quilting for God          Room 203 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon           Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice           Choir Room  
7:30 p.m.  Young Adult 
  Journey Group           Room 202 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 26 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group            Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice          Ministry Center 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 27 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous          Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
All Day  Community Day of Service 
 


