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SUNDAY MORNING 
9 a.m. Traditional Service 
 
10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
 
11 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
to lead people into a 
growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 
OUR VISION 
to be a beacon of faith 
and service, focusing our 
passions and gifts to  
reflect Christ’s love to the 
world.  
 
 
OUR VALUES 
knowing, loving, and  
serving God.  

/thenewstjohns.com 
 
 
 

To submit something  
for the Reminder, please 
email it to Lynette  
Nelson at lynettenelson@ 
thenewstjohns.com  
byTuesday at noon. 

The answer is...Easter 
 
When I was a little kid, I remember going to visit my grandmother in Arizona during 
spring break one year, and I knew our flight home would be on Easter Sunday. In my 
little mind, that caused all sorts of distress. I understood how the bunny could make its 
way into our home - you know, down there on land - on Easter Sunday. How in the 
world would this holiday rabbit be able to 1) know we weren't going to be home that 
year, and 2) jump up to the altitude of our airplane so I could have some Reese’s 
Peanut Butter Eggs™. These were very real concerns to me. I probably should have 
been more concerned about the fact that people were still legally able to smoke on 
airplanes back then, but I had candy on the brain. Other concerns took a backseat. 
Much to my delight, that bunny came through. Somehow my family was found, and 
that marvelous marriage of chocolate and peanut butter was enjoyed at roughly 
33,000 feet. 
 
I love Easter for so many more reasons now, and my focus has shifted somewhat since 
my youth. Every year I experience this Sunday as God’s exclamation point closing out 
a paragraph filled with love that started with the announcement of a Savior who would 
come as an infant - our God, coming to live among us in all the trappings of humanity. 
It continued through stories of loving protection, perfect obedience in the face of 
resistance, miraculous healing and restoration, otherworldly teaching, and some holy 
antagonism against selfish authority. The story included a tale of great sacrifice, the 
ultimate reason Jesus took on a mortal body and came to dwell among us. 
 
Paragraphs that came before spoke of the seriousness of our brokenness, the fate we 
faced if our selfishness went unchecked, and the high cost of making things right. Our 
carelessness had caused great harm, and still does. Justice demands reparation. At 
just the right time, Jesus stepped from eternity into history, and out of the goodness 
and fullness of God’s mercy, paid the restitution that we could not afford. He suffered 
the penalty unleashed by the angry hearts of violent men, and somehow, through that 
horrible fate, His plea became a prophecy. “Father, forgive them. They don’t 
understand that they’re doing.” 
 
How do we know that Jesus’ plea means anything? How do we know that His sacrifice 
means any more than the countless others who died a criminal’s death on rugged, 
Roman crosses? 
 
The answer is Easter. When Jesus overcame the chains of death and the tomb was 
found empty, God gave us evidence that this was not the well-intentioned life-story of 
an ordinary man. The resurrection of Christ declares to us that Jesus is authorized, 
empowered, and able to provide the restoration, new beginning, and hope that all of 
creation craves at its very core. 
 
Will the awe of this incredible gift and assurance find us? Will this marvelous marriage 
of light and new life find its way into our lives this year? Sadly, there’s no woodland 
creature delivering that by the basket-load. Then again, our God is always ready to 
deliver the power of resurrection into our hearts and spirits at any time, anywhere. 
I pray that our living Savior will place an exclamation point on your celebrations of 
Easter this year. May your spiritual baskets be overflowing, and may your hearts rise - 
smoke-free - to thrilling new heights in Christ! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Grant 

mailto:tammybauer@thenewstjohns.com?subject=Newsletter%20Request


Upcoming Birthdays 

April 22  Sylvia Frank 
 
   David Hunter 
 
April 23  Max Sellers 
 
   Brent Weiss 
 
April 24  Marilyn Hungerford 
 
April 25  Leah DeConcini 
 
April 27  Jayden Henderson    

Praises & Prayer Requests 
 

 Stacey Marshall requests prayers for the family and 
friends of Gina, as they mourn her and celebrate her 
life.  

 

 Lindsey Spahr requests prayers for the family of her 
father-in-law, Bernard Spahr, as they mourn him and 
celebrate his life.  

 

 Prayers of healing for Reese Plickebaum, and prayers 
for strength for his wife Jan.  

 

 Continued prayers of healing for Ray Eyster as he 
recovers from shoulder surgery.  

 

 Bob and Carolyn Pulliam request continued prayers of 
healing for Nancy as she recovers from recent 
surgery.  

 
 Continued prayers of healing for Lori Biesemeyer as 

she recovers from a broken leg.  
 
 All unspoken praises and prayer requests of our 

congregation.  
 

Salvation Army Easter Dinner 
 

Volunteers are needed to help serve Easter dinner to the                      
residents living at The Salvation Army Booth House on 
Sunday, April 21, 2019, beginning at 3:00 p.m. If you  
are able to help please sign-up at the Servant Center or 
contact Joann Eyster at (618) 435-0925.  
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Join us for the April Men’s Breakfast on Wednesday, April 
24, 2019, at 7:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Plan to  
attend and enjoy a delicious breakfast and fellowship with 
your St. John’s UMC friends! 

Habitat Lunches 
 

Volunteers are needed to provide and deliver lunch, as 
well as the needed utensils, by 11:00 a.m. for 15 to 20 
workers on Saturday, April 27, 2019, for the Habitat for 
Humanity workers. This is a great small group or class  
activity. Sign-up at the Servant Center or contact Joann 
Eyster at (618) 435-0925 or joannmarti1@hotmail.com.  

UMW General Meeting 
 
The United Methodist Women will hold their next  
General Meeting on Wednesday, May 1, 2019, at noon in 
Fellowship Hall. All women of St. John’s UMC are invited 
to attend and are asked to bring a potluck dish to share. 
The program will feature Bread for the World.  

Community Day of Service 
 
Plan to join other groups and individuals in our  
community in serving others on Saturday, May 4, 2019, 
for our annual Community Day of Service! Volunteers will 
perform yard work and small home-repair projects for  
area seniors and others who need help. This is a great 
opportunity to serve others AND meet new friends from 
other churches as we join together to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus! Sign-up at the Servant Center or contact 
Michelle Babb at michellebabb@thenewstjohns.com.  
 

Chicken N’ Dumplings 
Missions Dinner 

 
Plan to eat lunch at St. John’s on Sunday, April 28, 2019, 
for the annual Chicken N’ Dumplings Missions Dinner from  
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The menu 
will include chicken n’ dumplings, green beans, mashed 
potatoes, coleslaw, rolls, and homemade desserts. The 
cost is $10 for adults and $7 for children 5 years old and 
older. All proceeds benefit the mission projects and trips 
of St. John’s UMC.  



SUNDAY SCHOOL: Every week in rooms 
201 & 202 at 10:05 a.m. Join us for good 
discussion over donut holes! 

YOUTH GROUP: Join us for lots of fun!   
 
April 21: No Youth Group 
 
April 28: Confirmation Sunday @ both 
worship services 
 
May 5: Youth Group @ 6:00 p.m.  
 
May 12: Mother’s Day 
 
May 19: Youth Group @ 6:00 p.m.  
 
May 26: End of the Year Party! Details soon 

First Look (Pre-K & K) 

 
Theme: Easter - Matthew 26:20-30; 27:45-50; 28:1-7 
 
Bottom Line: Jesus Is My Friend  
There is no greater friend than one who sacrifices their 
life for another. Jesus did just that. He died and came 
back to life so we can be with God forever. God gave us 
Jesus. He is alive, and He wants to be our friend forever. 
He is the ONE who will never leave us, never forsake us, 
and never stop loving us.  
 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 
17:17 NIrV 

 
252: (1st - 4th Grades)  

 
Theme: Crucifixion and Resurrection - John18-20:1-18 
 
Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember Jesus is 
alive!  
  
Hope is a response to the character of God. We are often 
limited in what we see and understand, but we can  
believe in a God we know keeps His promises. Our hope is 
rooted in a good God who is working to make something 
beautiful with our lives.  
 
Memory Verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But 
be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world!” 
John 16:33b NIrV 

Jewelry Sale 
 
Just in time for Mother’s Day, Rosina Denkyirah will be 
selling handmade jewelry during coffee hour on Sunday, 
May 5, 2019. All proceeds will benefit the TWIGS Summer 
Lunch Program. Plan to show your mom how much you 
care about her, AND how much you care about feeding 
hungry children in our community!  

Welcome Luncheon 
 
All visitors, frequent attenders, and new members are  
invited to attend the upcoming Welcome Luncheon on 
Sunday, May 5, 2019, at noon immediately following the 
Contemporary Worship Service in Fellowship Hall. Learn 
more about St. John’s UMC, meet our wonderful staff, 
enjoy fellowship with church members, and enjoy  
delicious food and dessert. There is no cost to attend, so 
please come and be our guest! 
 
To attend, please RSVP to Sylvia Covington at (618) 365-
1104 or e-mail her at covinsm@gmail.com.  

Wednesday Meal 
 
Don’t feel like cooking dinner? Join us for the next 
Wednesday Meal on Wednesday, May 8, 2019, from 5:30 
p.m. until 6:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The price is $10 
for adults and $4 for children. Menu details coming soon!  
 

RSVP by Monday, May 6, 2019, to Donna Gardner at 
dmgardner@sbcglobal.net or (618) 656-4425. All pro-
ceeds benefit the St. John’s UMC Kitchen Fund.  

 

Many Thanks 
 

Many THANKS to the following people who represented 
St. John’s UMC to our local communities and volunteered 
their time delivering Meals on Wheels during the month of 
March: Sandy and Steve Baxter, Sylvia Covington, Bill and 
Connie Funkhouser, Donna Gardner, Joann Eyster, Bill and 
Mary Pierce, and Joan Wentz. Special thanks to Jean  
Nunnally who delivers meals once a week all year long. 
Your help is so greatly appreciated!  



What’s Happening @ St. John’s 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21 
Easter 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship         Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service         Worship Center 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                   Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service         Worship Center 
3:00 p.m.  Salvation Army Dinner        Booth House 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 22 
6:30 p.m.  Social Justice          Room 105 
7:00 p.m.  AA           Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts                 Fellowship Hall  
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23 
3:00 p.m.  Prep for Men’s Breakfast     Kitchen 
7:00 p.m.  Boys Scouts 
  Committee Meeting            Room 127 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope         Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 
7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast         Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting            Library 
5:00 p.m.  Confirmation Rehearsal       Worship Center 
6:00 p.m.  GlenEd Pantry          Library 
6:00 p.m.  Quilting for God         Room 203 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon          Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice          Choir Room  
7:30 p.m.  Young Adult 
  Journey Group          Room 202 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 25 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking          Worship Center  
9:00 a.m.  Covenant Group          Room 105 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group           Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice         Worship Center 
6:30 p.m.  SPRC           Room 203 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous         Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 
8:00 a.m.  Organist Practice Time        Worship Center 
 
          

SUNDAY, APRIL 28 
Confirmation  
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship         Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m. Bridge Bread          WC Hallway 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service         Worship Center 
10:00 a.m.  Sunday School          Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Chicken N’ Dumpling         Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service         Worship Center 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 29 
9:30 a.m.  Library Team           Library 
7:00 p.m.  AA           Youth Room  
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts          Fellowship Hall  
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 30 
6:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts Den 2         Fellowship Hall 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope         Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 
9:30 a.m.  UMW Board Meeting         Workroom 
12:00 p.m.  UMW General Meeting        Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m.  Communications Team       Library 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Non           Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice          Choir Room  
 
THURSDAY, MAY 2 
7:30 a.m.  Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking          Worship Center 
9:00 a.m.  Covenant Group          Room 105 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group           Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice         Worship Center 
6:30 p.m.  CNLD           Library 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 3 
9:00 a.m.  Visitation Team          Room 105 
9:30 a.m.  UMW Friendship Day         Immanuel UMC 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous         Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 4 
8:00 a.m.  Community Day of Service   
8:00 a.m.  Organist Practice Time        Worship Center 
8:00 a.m.  UMW District Meeting  
 


