
Rediscovering Our Rights As God’s Redeemed 
By Reverend Troy Benton 

 
“Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever.”  - Psalm 23:6, New King James Version 
 
The traditional and pivotal celebration of the Christian church known as Easter is over, 
at least formally. Two weekends ago, the church worldwide marked the resurrection of 
Jesus over two thousand years ago. Doing so, we marked the miracle of God’s love 
through his act of grace, and made God glorified through our worship and witness to 
all the world. Easter is over, and so now we walk and live in a season of post-
resurrection. From now, through our celebration of the birthday of the church and 
residence of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost), until Advent, we see in those assigned 
scriptures complied by theologians via “the lectionary,” a theme that resonates for 
those who consider God’s word carefully. Many central words within our faith are 
embedded in these passages, however, I suggest after review of these weeks, a theme 
is given to us for consideration: “The Rights of the Redeemed”.   
 
For me, as a believer and practitioner of preaching, these passages week after week 
proclaim important truth: a Post-Resurrection people need to embrace a post-
resurrected reality!  Week after week, those of us who read these texts, and now us 
here at St. John’s will notice on the newspaper of our faith (The Bible), the breaking 
news of God’s work. The follower of God’s disclosure through God’s holy right will be 
informed of the results of our inheritance as a result of God’s love made evident 
through the work and wonder of Jesus Christ on Calvary. Too many of us are not 
aware, or have a lack of perspective on these rights for many internal and external 
reasons. This series is designed to assist us all with knowledge of these rights, and 
how we are invited to operate in them for our best lives.   
 
We began last Sunday by investigating our right to be God’s child. In the coming 
weeks, we will discover the rights we have to walk in God’s light, to be refreshed, born 
anew, be God’s church, and other elements.  Easter means “Passover,” and this word 
informs us of what God covered us from and revealed to us. Let’s discover the second 
part, together.  
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SUNDAY MORNING 
9 a.m. Traditional Service 
10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 
 
BLUEPRINT 
An interactive faith experience 
on the first and third  
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
to lead people into a 
growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
 
OUR VISION 
to be a beacon of faith 
and service, focusing our 
passions and gifts to  
reflect Christ’s love to the 
world.  
 
OUR CORE VALUES 
knowing, loving, and  
serving God.  
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To submit something  
for the Reminder, please 
email it to Lynette  
Nelson at lynettenelson@ 
thenewstjohns.com  
byTuesday at noon. 
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Upcoming Birthdays 

April 22  Sylvia Frank  
   David Hunter 
 
April 23  Max Sellers  
   Brent Weiss  
 
April 24  Marilyn Hungerford  
 
April 25  Leah DeConcini 
 
April 26  Melanie Elliott 
 
April 27  Jaden Henderson  
 
April 28  Jeanne Laur  

Help Hungry Children 
 
The 2018 TWIGS Summer Lunch Program kicks-off in 
May and there is a need for people to help distribute 
food to children during the summer, usually Monday 
through Friday, from May until August. You can choose 
to help once or twice a week, or as often as your 
schedule allows. Children are also encouraged to 
volunteer, even grandchildren! TWIGS is always in need 
of more volunteers, so PLEASE give this servant 
opportunity serious thought and prayer. An orientation 
meeting is planned for Monday, April 23, 2018, at 6:00 
p.m. To attend, please RSVP to Elaine Smith at (618) 
346-1970. Transportation is available. You will not 
regret volunteering and making a difference in the lives 
of children!  

Praises & Prayer Requests 
 

 Prayers for the family and friends of Seward Van 

Petten, as they mourn him and celebrate his life.  

 Prayers for Jack Hoover, who has been diagnosed 

with thyroid cancer.  

 Bob and Carolyn Pulliam request prayers for Marti and 

Jean who both have surgeries this week; as well as 

for Barb, who is ill.  

 Nancy Clawson requests prayers for her neighbor, 

Don, who has suffered a stroke. He is at home and 

under the care of his wife, Millie.  

 Renewed prayers are requested for Spencer, a young 

man for whom we have lifted in prayer before. He has 

a large mass on his brain that cannot be treated and 

has been placed on palliative care.  

 Prayers for Reverend Troy Benton, his wife Emma, 

and their two children Taylor and Autumn, as they 

make the transition to the next place of service in 

ministry.  

 Prayers for Reverend Grant Armstrong as he 

transitions into the role of Senior Pastor, and his wife 

Amy, and their three children Lilli, Clara, and Theo, as 

they make their transition to the St. John’s family 

beginning July 1, 2018.  

 Prayers for Mary McQuilkin, as she makes her 

transition into the role of Associate Pastor at St. 

John’s UMC beginning July 1, 2018.  

 All unspoken praises and prayer requests of our 

congregation.  

Community Day of Service  
 
Join with other churches and civic groups in serving                
others on Saturday, April 28, 2018. The Community Day 
of Service will begin in Township Park with a brief prayer 
and blessing of all workers at 7:30 a.m. Then we will          
disperse to various home-repair and yard-work projects 
serving those in need in our community. If you would like 
to volunteer contact the church office at (618) 656-1853, 
sign-up at the Servant Center, or e-mail Michelle Babb at 
michellebabb@thenewstjohns.com.  

Offering of Letters 
 
In a government "of the people, by the people and for 
the people," the federal budget should reflect the values 
of the people. This places a huge responsibility on citi-
zens to let their representatives know what their values 
are, and how we want them to spend our tax dollars. 
 
When we pray, "Thy will be done on earth," we must ask 
ourselves if it is God's will that one out of six American 
children lives with the constant threat or even the reality 
of hunger and malnutrition. Yes, on Sundays we bring 
our gifts for the Pantry, but can we walk out contented, 
knowing that on Monday Congress is contemplating                  
dramatic cuts to SNAP (food stamps), and other vital      
programs that help America's working poor keep food on 
the table? Can we remain passive and silent? 
 
Please join us in Bread for the World's annual Offering of 
Letters on Sunday, April 29, 2018, and Sunday, May 6, 
2018. We will provide letters, envelopes and stamps. You 
provide the caring and compassion. For questions, call 
Jane Klopfenstein at (618) 659-3582 or e-mail at 
jklopf1@gmail.com.  



First Look  
(Pre-K and K) 

 
Students in First Look are continuing to learn about how 
they can share the, “Big News,” that Jesus is alive! They 
are also learning the memory verse from Matthew 28: , 
“Go and make disciples of all nations!”  

 
252 

(1st through 4th grades) 
 
Students in 252 are continuing to learn about patience. 
They are also working on memorizing the verse from 
Psalm 27:14, “wait for the Lord. Be strong and don’t 
lose hope. Wait for the Lord!” 

Unwrap Your Gifts 
 
What unique gifts has God given you?  
 
How does He want you to use them?  
 
As part of the new Vision and Strategic Plan, St. John’s is 
dedicated to connecting people to meaningful service. 
Our online Spiritual Gifts Inventory can help you identify 
the skills you possess that may be needed in ministries at 
St. John’s UMC. We have any teams and committees ded-
icated to outreach, Christian education, service, commu-
nication, and administrative tasks. All of these tasks are 
vital to our mission of making disciples. Find your gifts, 
and perform your unique function as part of the body of 
Jesus Christ!  
 
To take the inventory, go to thenewstjohns.com/serve 
and click on the blue Spiritual Gifts Inventory link.  
 

Hurricane Harvey Relief 
Mission Trip  

 
There are spots available for the St. John’s Mission Trip 
to Houston, Texas, May 26th -  June 3, 2018. Is God 
calling you to serve in this special and life-changing way? 
We will repair homes damaged by Hurricane Harvey last 
fall, and spread the love of Jesus to people whose lives 
have been touched by disaster and despair.  

 

Consider joining this adventure in faith and discipleship 
on plan to go on the mission trip this year. Contact 
Michelle Babb at michellebab@thenewstjohns.com.  

TWIGS Jewelry Sale 
 
Just in time for Mother’s Day, Rosina Denkyirah will be 
selling handmade jewelry during coffee hour on Sunday, 
May 6, 2018, and Sunday, May 13, 2018. All proceeds 
will go toward the TWIGS Summer Lunch Program.  
 
Plan to show your mom how much you care about her, 
AND how much you care about feeding hungry children 
in our community!  
 
 

“Make It Awesome”  
This Sunday 

Join us for Spring FX this Sunday, April 22, from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. as we “Make It Awesome!” This 
FREE, family event will be a night of fun, fellowship, 
dancing, and games as we learn how to “Make It              
Awesome!” We will also enjoy music from special guest, 
Harvest! We look forward to seeing you!  



SUNDAY, APRIL 29 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship          Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service          Ministry Center 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                    Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service          Ministry Center 
6:00 p.m.  Small Group Study           Room 127 
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group            Youth Room 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 30 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
6:00 p.m.  Girl Scouts           Room 127 
6:30 p.m.  Social Justice           Room 105 
7:00 p.m.  Al-Anon           Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 
 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 1 
9:00 a.m.  TWIGS Mobile Market          Granite City 
6:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m.  Communications Team         Library 
7:00 p.m.  UMW Wesley Circle          Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope          Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2 
9:30 a.m.  UMW Board Meeting          Room 105 
12:00 p.m.  UMW Friendship Tea          Fellowship Hall  
2:00 p.m.  Organist Practice           Ministry Center 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon           Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice           Choir Room  
 
THURSDAY, MAY 3 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group            Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice          Ministry Center 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 4 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous          Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 5 
8:00 a.m.  UMW District Spring Meeting 
 
 

 

What’s Happening @ St. John’s 
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship          Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service          Ministry Center 
10:00 a.m.  Cinnamon Roll Sale          Fellowship Hall 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                    Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service          Ministry Center 
6:00 p.m.  Small Group Study           Room 127 
6:00 p.m.  Spring FX           Ministry Center 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 23 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
7:00 p.m.  Al-Anon           Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m.  New Member Class          Room 127 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 24 
10:00 a.m.  Mission Leader’s          Library 
3:00 p.m.  Prep for Men’s  
  Breakfast           Kitchen 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts Committee 
  Meeting           Room 127 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope          Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 
7:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast          Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m.  Emergency Assistance 
  Fund            Room 127 
11:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting           Library 
2:00 p.m.  Organist Practice           Ministry Center 
6:00 p.m.  Quilting for God          Room 203 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon           Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Choir Practice           Choir Room  
7:30 p.m.  Young Adult 
  Journey Group           Room 202 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 26 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking           Ministry Center 
9:30 a.m.  Study Group            Room 105 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice          Ministry Center 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 27 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous          Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
All Day  Community Day of Service 
 


