
Annual Conference 2018 Overview  
“Let’s Get Fired Up! Moving Forward” 

June 7 - 9, 2018 in Peoria, IL 
 
A fairly light legislative agenda enabled conferees to focus a great deal of time on the 
Our Conference, Our Kids campaign for the spiritual care programs of the five child 
welfare agencies – The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Spero Family Services. Staff responsible for 
spiritual life at each agency told stories of children being impacted by this vital ministry. 
An offering of $51,906.21 was collected pushing the campaign to nearly $400,000 of its 
$2.5 million goal. The campaign was approved by the 2016 conference session and 
launched in 2017. 
 
Other special offerings included: $6,396.69 by conference laity for the John Kofi Asmah 
School in West Point, Liberia; $7,165.24 for the Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley 
College; and $8,113.79 for the Bishop’s Ordinand Trip to England that will benefit 2017 
and 2018 ordinands embarking on a Wesley Heritage pilgrimage. 
 
The United Methodist Board of Global Ministries presented two awards to the 
Conference. The IGRC was in the top 10 among U.S. conferences in two categories -- 
giving for missionary support in 2017 and giving for international disaster response. 
 
A Mission Fair was held on Friday evening following the conclusion of business, 
spotlighting the missions and ministries of the Annual Conference. Many lives are 
positively impacted! 
Legislatively, the conference approved an increase in the health insurance allowance 
paid to full-time pastors from $15,000 to $17,500 to help offset premium increases 
projected for 2019. In addition, the conference set minimum clergy salaries for 2019 at 
$43,382 for clergy in full connection, associate members and provisional elders; and 
$39,809 for full-time local pastors.  
 
The 2019 budget of $12,141,878 was approved—a decrease of $94,897 or 0.78%. And 
the conference approved the closing of 6 congregations with a combined 893 years of 
ministry. 
Four elders and one deacon were ordained. Seven provisional elders and ome 
provisional deacon were commissioned. A total of 30 pastors with a combined 933 years 
of service retired. 
 
Membership stands at 122,522 in 2017, down 1,288 from 2016. Worship attendance is 
53,295, down 265. Church school attendance stands at 17,034, up 191. Attendance in 
other small groups and ongoing classes are at 2,636, up 91. Professions or 
reaffirmations of faith for 2017 is 3,464, up 2.  
 
Several pre-conference workshops were available. Tom Finley, Jodi Henderson, Dennis 
Denby, and Jim Henderson attended sessions on Greening and the Church, Community 
Ministry and Ministry with the Poor, Living Our Way into Beloved Community and The 
Way Forward.  Additional informal discussions centered around the 2019 General 
Conference to be held in St. Louis in February and the impact that the decision made at 
that time will possibly have on the UMC as a whole. Be in prayer for the delegates who 
will be trying to discern God’s will for the UMC. Questions? Contact one of the 
delegates. 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S UMC 
7372 Marine Road       
Edwardsville, IL 62025 
(618) 656-1853 
thenewstjohns.com 
 
 
SUNDAY MORNING 
9 a.m. Traditional Service 
10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 
 
BLUEPRINT 
An interactive faith experience 
on the first and third  
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
to lead people into a 
growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
 
OUR VISION 
to be a beacon of faith 
and service, focusing our 
passions and gifts to  
reflect Christ’s love to the 
world.  
 
OUR CORE VALUES 
knowing, loving, and  
serving God.  

thenewstjohns.com 
 
 
 

To submit something  
for the Reminder, please 
email it to Lynette  
Nelson at lynettenelson@ 
thenewstjohns.com  
byTuesday at noon. 

mailto:tammybauer@thenewstjohns.com?subject=Newsletter%20Request


Upcoming Birthdays 

June 25  Douglas Babb 
  Ayden Schonlau  
 
June 26 Jeff Colligan  
  Amy Sellers  
 
June 27 Amanda Gibson  
  Brian Kalb  
 
June 28 Jill Ash  
  Janet Lewis 
 
June 29 Jan Denby  
  Shawn Ely  
 
June 30  Kyle Johnson  
  Matthew Vollmar 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 
The next St. John’s UMC Men’s Breakfast is scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018, at 7:30 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall. Plan to attend and enjoy great food and fellowship 
with your St. John’s friends!  

 
 
 

Praises & Prayer Requests 
 
 Linda Overbeck reports praise for a successful 

surgery. Thank you to everyone who called, sent 
cards and e-mails, and prayed for her.  

 
 Linda Overbeck requests prayers for her Aunt Ree, 

who has been placed on hospice, as well as prayers 
for her Aunt Martha who is in the hospital.  

 
 Bob and Carolyn Pulliam request prayers for Linda 

and Tonya, who are both recovering from recent 
surgeries.  

 
 Prayers for Al Wentz and his wife, Joan. He has been 

moved to Cedar Ridge Nursing Home in Lebanon, 
Illinois to begin recovery therapy.  

 
 Prayers for Kathy-Fink Luna’s nephew, Brad, who has 

been recently diagnosed with kidney cancer, and for 
Sue Rizzi.  

 
 Betty Treat requests prayers for Allison, a young adult 

and daughter of Reverend Michael Potts. She is in 
critical condition in the ICU in Peoria, Illinois.  

 
 CP Simmons requests prayers for Lee East - his 

father’s stepdad, who has cancer and recently began 
hospice care.  

 
 Jerry Reed requests prayers for his sister’s 18 year old 

great-nephew, Josh, who is recovering in the burn 
unit at a hospital in Springfield, Illinois following a 
recent house fire.  

 
 Prayers for Jack Hoover, as he recovers from thyroid 

removal surgery and heals from health problems.  
 
 Prayers for Nancy Clawson as she recovers at 

Meridian Rehab from a recent fall and would welcome 
visitors.  

 
 Prayers for the St. John’s UMC Mission Garden crops 

and the people who will receive it’s bountiful 
blessings.  

 
 Prayers for Reverend Troy Benton, Reverend Grant 

Armstrong, and Pastor Mary McQuiklin, as well as 
their families, as they all make their new staff 
transitions on July 1, 2018.  

 
 All unspoken praises and prayer requests of our 

congregation.  
 

Book Group  
 
St. John’s Book Group has chosen John Grisham’s 
“Camino Island,” as our selection for the month of June. 
It was reviewed as a delightful, lighthearted caper. Set on 
Camino Island, the story starts with a gang of thieves 
who steal priceless “loot” from the Princeton Library. Add 
in a popular bookstore owner who makes his real money 
through rare books, though not always in an acceptable 
manner. Throw into the mix a young novelist who is  
offered a generous monetary offer to go undercover and 
infiltrate the bookstore owner’s circle of literary friends on 
a search for the stolen property. A classic chase and a 
perfect summer read. Join us for potluck, fellowship, and 
discussion of the book, led by Jackie Snider on June 24th 
at 5:30 p.m. at the home of Jeri Lampman. RSVP to (618) 
531-3183 or jerilampman@att.net.  



Mission Garden 
 
The St. John’s UMC Mission Garden has begun to 
produce this year’s crop of fresh and healthy vegetables 
which will be given away to area food pantries and soup 
kitchens! We have regular picking shifts available every 
Monday (MORNING), Tuesday and Thursday (EVENING), 
and Saturday (MORNING). We need A LOT of volunteer 
helpers to harvest the several tons of veggies that will 
grow this year! Please consider helping, even if it is only 
one time. Contact the church office at (618) 656-1853 
or e-mail giveseedsofblessing@gmail.com to sign-up to 
be part of blessing others!  

VBS Volunteers  
 
Volunteers of all abilities are needed to help with dinner, 
serve as group leaders, greeters, and floaters, and more 
for VBS 2018. If you are able and interested in helping 
please contact Rachel Hill at ramh.sam@gmail.com. You 
are guaranteed to have a wonderful time!  

Combined Service &  
Welcome BBQ 

 
Everyone is invited to attend the combined, All-Worship 
Service on Sunday, July 1, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Ministry Center for the first worship service with Reverend 
Grant Armstrong and Pastor Mary McQuilkin. A BBQ Party 
to welcome Reverend Grant Armstrong and his family, as 
well as Pastor Mary McQuilkin will be held immediately 
following the worship service and will include delicious 
food, fellowship, a bounce house, and lots of fun! We 
look forward to seeing you!  

Register for VBS 2018 

 
Registration is now open for the St. John’s UMC VBS 
2018: AMPED at thenewstjohns.com homepage. Click on 
the registration link to download the registration form or 
fill out the form below and return it to the church office. 
VBS will be held Sunday, July 29 - Wednesday, August 1, 
2018, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. All children 3 years 
old through entering 5th grade are invited to attend. 

Gift Baskets 
 
Congregational Care and SPRC need your help filling two 
Welcome Baskets for Reverend Grant Armstrong and  
Pastor Mary McQuilkin. Donations can include anything 
you think they might like as a special welcome to the St. 
John’s UMC family - gift cards to restaurants or stores, 
books, baked goods, an invitation to your home for  
dinner and fellowship, candy or other packaged food 
items, candles - be creative! Please bring donations to the 
church office by Sunday, June 24, 2018. Thank you for 
your support and help!  

Ice Cream Makers Needed 
 
Two ice cream maker machines are needed to use to 
make dessert for The Salvation Army dinner in July. If 
you have one to loan the volunteers, please contact 
Joann Marti-Eyster at joannmarti1@hotmail.com or 
(618) 435-0925.  
 

 

First Name:        

 

Last Name:        

 

Address:        

 

City:        

 

Zip Code:       

 

Age:    Gender:     M        F 

 

Grade:        
(completed) 

 

Parent Name:       

 

Emergency  

Phone #: ( )     

 

Email:        

 

Special Needs/ 

Allergies:        



SUNDAY, JUNE 24 
8:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship          Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m.  Traditional Service          Ministry Center 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School                    Various Rooms 
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service          Ministry Center 
5:30 p.m.  Book Group           Lampman’s 
6:00 p.m.  Small Group Study           Room 127 
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group            
 
MONDAY, JUNE 25 
10:00 a.m.  Kid’s Cooking Club          Fellowship Hall  
6:30 p.m.  Social Justice           Room 105 
7:00 p.m.  AA            Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall  
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 26 
10:00 a.m.  Mission Leader’s          Library  
3:00 p.m.  Men’s Breakfast Prep          Kitchen 
6:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts Den 2          Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts 
  Committee Meeting          Room 127 
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope          Room 105 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27 
7:30 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast          Fellowship Hall  
10:00 a.m.  Emergency Assistance          Room 127 
11:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting           Library 
2:00 p.m.  Organist Practice           Ministry Center 
6:00 p.m.  Quilting for God          Room 203 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon           Room 105 
7:30 p.m.  Young Adult  
  Journey Group           Room 202 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 28 
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking          Ministry Center 
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice          Ministry Center 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 29 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous          Fellowship Hall 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 30 
 
 

 

Prayer Chain 
 
St. John’s has a very active e-mail Prayer Chain 
ministry that is made aware of prayer concerns as they 
arise. If you would like to be added send your e-mail 
address to Nancy Hoffmann at mommus64@gmail.com.  
 
We also invite you to contact Nancy if you have a 
praise or prayer request, or would like to be removed 
from the Prayer Chain. Prayer cards are written and 
mailed weekly to those whom the prayer chain group is 
praying for. Please contact Nancy with address 
information for sending these cards.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has been part of the 
Prayer Chain ministry! 

What’s Happening @ St. John’s 

SUNDAY, JULY 1 
10:00 a.m.  Combined Service          Ministry Center 
11:00 a.m.  Welcome BBQ           Fellowship Hall  
2:00 p.m.  Youth @ Salvation Army      Booth House 
6:00 p.m.  Small Group Study           Room 127 
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group            Youth Room 
 
 
MONDAY, JULY 2 
12:00 p.m.  Bread for the World          St. Mary’s  
6:30 p.m.  Outreach Team           Library  
7:00 p.m.  AA            Youth Room 
7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts           Fellowship Hall 
 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 3 
9:00 a.m.  TWIGS Mobile Market          Granite City  
7:30 p.m.  Children of Hope          Room 105 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 
Fourth of July  
 
  Office Closed 
7:30 p.m.  Al-Anon           Room 105 
 
 
THURSDAY, JULY 5  
8:30 a.m.  Open Walking                 Ministry Center 
10:00 a.m.  Kid’s Cooking Club          Fellowship Hall  
6:30 p.m.  Praise Band Practice          Ministry Center 
 
 
FRIDAY, JULY 6 
8:15 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous          Fellowship Hall 
 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 7 
 

 


