
OUR PURPOSE: to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 

OUR VISION: to be a beacon of faith and 
service, focusing our passions and gifts to 
reflect Christ’s love to the world.  
 

OUR CORE VALUES: knowing, loving, and 
serving God.  

ST. JOHN’S UMC 
7372 Marine Road       

Edwardsville, IL 62025 
(618) 656-1853 

thenewstjohns.com 
 

Worship Services: 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. 

 
 

 /thenewstjohns 
 
 

 

To submit something for the Reminder, 
please email it to Lynette Nelson at 

lynettenelson@thenewstjohns.com  
by Tuesday at 4 p.m. 

Saying “YES” 
By Tress Kurzym 

 

I am not sure how I got here. But, here I am.  
 

At some point, I said, “YES” to being a Youth Leader here 
at St. Johns.   
 

I said, “YES” because quite simply someone said, “YES” to 
me as a young girl in Texas.  I rode a bus to get to a local 
Methodist church, attended Sunday school, sat with the 
family of my friends during service, and caught a ride to 
Wednesday night youth group from 7th grade through 
high school. However, I was a little more discerning in my 
choice of youth group…the Church of Christ had a pinball 
machine, but the Baptists had better snacks, but then 
again, the Methodist church had dances. So, it varied 
from week to week.   
 

I don’t remember a lot of scripture from that time. I don’t 
remember a single sermon--except one about Doubting 
Thomas.  I’m not sure what that says about me, so I try 
not to analyze that too much. What I do remember is 
kindness, laughter (who knew Christians were funny?) 
and mostly, a sense of peace in a turbulent time in my 
teenage years. I remember the people. The people who 
said, “YES” to me. 
 

Proverbs 22:6 says, “train up a child in the way he should 
go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” That 
scripture weighs on my heart. But, the people who said, 
“YES” to me taught me: 
 How you are loved will impact how you live. 
 How you live will never change how you’re 

loved. 
Those two basic truths are what our Youth need to 
always remember.  
 

If I need to stay up all night at a lock-in, sweat at Little 
Grassy, or get hit in dodgeball, so be it. I know who I was 
before accepting Jesus Christ and I know how wonderfully 
full my life is with Him in it. I said, “YES” because 
someone said “YES” to me. I challenge you, if you say 
“YES” to our Youth, too, you might get tired, sweaty and 
bruised, but you won’t regret it!  

Prayer Requests 

This week I will pray for: 

 
 The military and their families, including from St. 

John’s: Ryon Daggett and Todd & Hope Schissel. 
 Prayers for our summer Mission Garden crops and the 

recipients who are nourished by them.  
 Prayers for Susie Munneke as she continues stroke    

recovery at Rosewood Care Center. Visitors are wel-
come in the afternoons.  

 Special note from Terry Laur - “Thank you to Reverend 
Benton and everyone at St. John’s for the phone calls, 
visits and prayers during my recent recovery from a 
broken hip.” 

Conflict Resolution Events 

 
You are personally invited to attend one or both of the 
upcoming events:  
 Friday, September 22, 2017, from 9 a.m. until 4 

p.m.: “Leadership and Anxiety in the Church.” This 
seminar looks at the challenges presented by rising 
levels of anxiety, awareness of the family systems 
theory, and a self-differentiated leadership team.  

 
 Saturday, September 23, 2017, from 9 a.m. until 4 

p.m.: “The Healthy Congregation.” This seminar is 
well known for helping both clergy and laity in be-
coming system thinkers, how to respond in healthy 
ways in managing conflict, and redirecting people to 
focusing on the mission.  

 
The location for both trainings will be held at the West 
Salem Trinity United Methodist Church - 4212 Broadway 
Street in Mount Vernon, Illinois. We will have our St. 
John’s church van available to transport those who are 
interested in attending, but seats are limited. Childcare 
is also provided. Please register by September 13, 2017 
by calling the church office at (618) 656-1853.  

mailto:tammybauer@thenewstjohns.com?subject=Newsletter%20Request


“The Kingdom of God  
is like yeast…” 

 
"God’s kingdom is like yeast that a woman works into 
the dough for dozens of loaves of barley bread - and 
waits while the dough rises.” 
 
Why did Jesus choose to compare the Kingdom of God 
to something as simple and small as yeast? God’s             
kingdom starts like this...small and simple. God uses 
everyday situations and common happenings to help us 
grow in our faith and deepen in our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Also, just like yeast, God’s kingdom             
becomes real inside people who are transformed and 
changed into Christ’s like-ness.  
 
God is doing something incredible within you! Can you 
recognize it? God is still at work in you. He is still at 
work in the world. Allow God to take hold of your heart 
and soul. Put your full devotion in Him. You are the 
mustard seed and the yeast that God is using to change 
our community and change our world! The Kingdom of 
God is here!  

First Look: 
 
Things to ask and say to your child this week: “Who is 
always with you? God is always with you!” 
 
As you put your child in his/her car seat, name the things 
that are with them. For example you can say, “your  
favorite toy is with you, like God is always with you.” 

 
252 Basic:  

Bible Story: Take on Thee (accepting one another) from 
Romans 15:7 and Acts 9: 26 - 18 (supporting Acts 9: 1 - 
25 and 26: 12 - 18).  
 
Bottom Line: Friends accept one another.  
 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are 
there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17 
 
Life App: Friendship - using your words and actions to 
show others you care.  
 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be 
treated.  

Third Grade 
Bible Milestone 

 
All third grade students and their parents/guardians are 
invited to attend an informational meeting on Sunday, 
September 17, 2017, at 10:05 a.m. in the workroom 
about the upcoming Bible Milestone.  

 
On Sunday, September 24, 2017, at both of our worship 
services, St. John’s will celebrate the Bible Milestone with 
our third grade students.  
 
All members of St. John’s are asked to pray for our third 
grade students, as well as their families as they embark 
on this special milestone. Everyone is also invited to 
attend the Bible Milestone dedication.  
 
For more information please contact the church at (618) 
656-1853.  
 

Moses Study 
 
The Transitions Sunday School class led by Jon and    
Jackie Snider will be starting a 6-week study on Sunday, 
Sept ember 17, 2017 at 10:05 a.m. called, “Moses: In 
the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet.” 
 
Adam Hamilton guides us in the footsteps of Moses’ life, 
from his modest birth and rescue, to the courts of                    
Pharaoh to leading his people out of Egypt, using                     
historical information, archaeological data and biblical 
text. This reluctant prophet grew in his relationship with 
God and by the end of his life had successfully fulfilled 
the role he was given. 
 
Turn your own reluctance into boldness as you examine 
the significant challenges facing Moses and how God 
shaped his character and life in powerful ways. Contact 
Pastor Gholson at katiegholson@thenewstjohns.com if 
you have any questions.  



Women’s Study Group 
 
The Women’s Study Group meets every Thursday 
morning in the “Far Side” Sunday School classroom from 
9:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. This year we plan to study 
“The Lives of Great Christians,” which is a 24 lecture 
series by the Great Courses. Some of the lecture topics 
include: the Early Martyrs, Augustine, Paul, Francis of 
Assisi, John Wesley, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The group 
is open to anyone, even though it is called a “women’s 
group,” men are welcome, too. If you are interested in 
attending or have any questions please contact Nancy 
Hoffman at (618) 656-4740 or mommus64@gmail.com.  
 

Wednesday Meal  

 
Don’t feel like cooking dinner? Make plans to join St. 
John’s at the Wednesday Meal Event, Wednesday,                   
September 13, 2017, from 5:30 p.m. until 6:15 p.m. The 
menu includes Pasta Fagioli soup, Italian salad, Baked 
Ziti, mixed vegetables, and Bread Pudding with vanilla 
sauce. Dine in or carry-out is available. Cost is $9 per 
meal. All proceeds will benefit the St. John’s kitchen. 
Please RSVP by Sunday, September 10, 2017 by calling 
the church office at (618) 656-1853 or emailing Donna 
Gardner at dmgardner@sbcglobal.net.  

Book Group 

 
The St. John’s Book Discussion Group will be reading and 
discussing the book Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly for the 
September selection. Inspired by actual events during 
World War II the book follows an American socialite, a 
Polish teenager sent to a concentration camp, and a 
young female German doctor whose lives are set on a  
collision course. The author weaves together their stories 
of bravery, cowardice, and cruelty.  
 
Join us on Sunday, September 24, 2017, at 5:30 p.m. at 
Jeri Lampman’s home for a potluck dinner and                          
discussion. Please rsvp if you plan to attend via text at 
(618) 531-3183 or jerilampman@att.net.  

Fall Work Day 
 

All church members and friends are invited to join us on 
Saturday, September 23, 2017, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
for our Fall Church Work Day! Help is needed inside, as 
well as outside to clean the church grounds and prep 
them for fall and winter. All volunteers are welcome and 
a lot of fun will be had! Please bring a pair of work 
gloves with you. Lunch will be provided.  
 
For more information please contact the church office 
at (618) 656-1853.  

Volunteers Needed 
 

St. John’s sells Bridge Bread once a month where all of 
the proceeds support the bakers to help them transition 
from homelessness to working. We work with two area 
churches to coordinate schedules for picking up the bread 
and tasty treats. Our church coordinator, Amy Kerntke, 
recently moved out-of-state and Joann Eyster has kindly 
taken over organizing our sale days. She needs help to 
keep this important program offered at our church. 
Please consider helping by contacting Joann at (618) 444
-8516 or joannmarti1@hotmail.com.  

UMW Lunch & Theater 

 
Join UMW for lunch on Wednesday, September 20, 
2017, at a restaurant at Westport Plaza. Followed by 
the play, “Church Basement Ladies,” at the Westport 
Playhouse at 2 p.m. The cost per ticket is $25. The 
group will meet at church at 11 a.m. to drive together. 
Please rsvp and make your payment to Donna Gardner 
at (618) 656-4425.  

Help for Houston: 
 

Flood Buckets Needed 
 
Did you know that the Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center in Chatham, Illinois assembles flood buckets all 
year long? They are part of the supply chain that 
collects and packages natural disaster kits, so in times 
of crisis, THOUSANDS of kits can be deployed rapidly to 
areas like Houston. You can help by sending cash 
donations or needed items to the MMDC. A bin is 
available in the Helping Hallway with lists of available 
items needed. If you would like to know more about the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center visit their website 
at: midwestmissiondc.org.  

 

UMCOR 

This Sunday, September 10, 2017, we will have a 
second offering to assist with the UMCOR Hurricane 
Harvey Relief Effort. Consider helping by making a 
donation titled “UMCOR” on your giving envelope, 
check, or notation online. Our office will ensure your gift 
is sent immediately to UMCOR for relief assistance. 
100% of all gifts go to direct assistance, and 
administrative costs are covered through other means. 
For more information please call the church office at 
(618) 656-1853.  



Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Coffee Fellowship, 
FH, 8:30 -11 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
Service,                           
MC, 9 am 

 

Sunday School,                
10:05  am 

 

Contemporary 
Worship Service, 
MC, 11 am 

 

Salvation Army,                    
Booth House, 3p 

 

Board of Trustees, 
Room 127,                  
4:30 pm 

 

Youth Group Pool 
Party,                   
McGinnis’ House,    
6 pm 

 
 
 

Open Walking,   
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Library Team, 
Library, 9:30 am 

 

Bread for the 
World,                          
First Presbyterian 
Church, Noon 

 

Cancer Support 
Group, 
Lampman’s 
Home, 6:30 pm 

 

Boy Scouts, FH,                
7 pm 

Outreach Team, 
Room 127,              
6:30 pm 

 

CNLD,                       
Room 126,              
6:30 pm 

 

Children of Hope, 
Room 105,                 
7:30 pm 

Wednesday Meal Prep,  
FH/, Noon 

 

Organist Practice,                   
MC, 2 pm 

 

Hospice So IL Grief 
Support Group, Room 
105, 3 pm 

 

Wednesday Meal,                    
FH/Kitchen, 5:30 pm 

 

New Testament Study, 
Rm 127, 6 pm 

 

Quilting for God, Room 
203, 6 pm 

 

Al-Anon,                            
   Room 105, 7:30 pm 
 

Choir Practice, 7:30 pm 
 

Young Adult Journey 
Group,                            
Room 202, 7:30 pm 

Open Walking,  
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Study Group, 
Room 105,              
9:30 am 

 

Taste of GGAR, 
Parking Lot,                  
4 pm 

 

Praise Band 
Practice,                   
6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Narcotics 
Anonymous, 
FH, 8:15 pm 

 
 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Coffee Fellowship, 
FH, 8:30 -11 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
Service,                           
MC, 9 am 

 

Bridge Bread,                      
MC Hallway, 9 am 

 

Sunday School,                
10:05  am 

 

Contemporary 
Worship Service, 
MC, 11 am 

 

IGWT Choir Practice, 
Choir Room,                 
10:55 am 

 

Youth Group Pool 
Party, McGinnis’ 
House, 6 pm 

Open Walking,   
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Staff Meeting,  
Room, 9 am 

 

Library Team, 
Library, 9:30 am 

 

Stage Play Class, 
Large Group 
Room, 10 am 

 

Girl Scouts,                   
Room 127, 6 pm 

 

Boy Scouts, FH,                
7 pm 

 

Mission Team, 
Room 105, 7 pm 

UMW Faith Circle, 
Room 105,                 
10 am 

 

Stage Play Class, 
Large Group 
Room, 4 pm 

 

Boy Scout Pack, 
FH, 6 pm 

 

Vision Team, 
Room 127,              
6:00 pm 

 

SPRC,                        
Room 203,               
6:30 pm 

 

Children of Hope, 
Room 105,                 
7:30 pm 

Kitchen Clean-Up, 
Kitchen, 9 am 

 

Organist Practice,                      
MC, 2 pm 

 

UMW Lunch at Westport 
Church, 11 am 

 

New Testament Study,                         
Room 127, 6 pm 

 

Al-Anon,                            
   Room 105, 7:30 pm 
 

Choir Practice,                  
Choir Room,                    
7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Walking,  
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Study Group, 
Room 105,              
9:30 am 

 

Praise Band 
Practice,                   
6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Narcotics 
Anonymous, 
FH, 8:15 pm 

 
 

Fall Work Day,               
9 am  

 

Stage Play Class, 
Large Group 
Room, 9:30 am 

Upcoming Birthdays 

Youth Ministry  
Sunday 
School 

Amplify and Intensify meet each week in 
Room 202 at 10:05 a.m. Come join us for 
good discussions over donut holes! 

Amplify & 
Intensify  

September 10: Back to School Pool Party 
at the McGinnis’ home from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. Bring a dessert or side dish to share.  
 
September 17: Youth Group, 6 p.m. at 
SJUMC 

September 10 Stacey Horton  
   Charlotte Sly  
September 11 Chuck Edelblute 
   Robert Ruark  
September 12 Sandy Fink  
   Sammy Hartnagel  
September 14 Olivia Gibson  
   Evan Gruenkemeyer  
   Sarah Harvey  
   Eliza Pautz 
   Amy Schuler  
September 15 Sarah Fornof 
   Tony Grippi 
   Loren Hughes 
   David Kaltmeyer  
   Alana Smith 
September 16 Tracy Noud 
   Luke Stahlheber 
 


