
OUR PURPOSE: to lead people into a 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 

OUR VISION: to be a beacon of faith and 
service, focusing our passions and gifts to 
reflect Christ’s love to the world.  
 

OUR CORE VALUES: knowing, loving, and 
serving God.  

ST. JOHN’S UMC 
7372 Marine Road       

Edwardsville, IL 62025 
(618) 656-1853 

thenewstjohns.com 
 

Worship Services: 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. 

 
 

 /thenewstjohns 
 

 
 

To submit something for the Reminder, 

please email it to Lynette Nelson at 
lynettenelson@thenewstjohns.com  

by Tuesday at 4 p.m. 

What is Music? 
By Amy E.W. Prince 

 

What is Music? Why does it have such a strong effect on 
so many of us? Why, when we are moved by music do we 
want to dance, sing, or shout out? Why, when we are 
moved by music do we want to cry, hold our breath or sit 
very still? The power of music to evoke emotions is 
strong. Musical activity involves nearly every region of the 
brain that we know about. The emotions we experience in 
response to music involve the oldest part of the brain, the 
heart of emotional processing. 
 

Music is organized sound. We cannot see music, we 
cannot touch music; and yet we recognize music as a 
unique effective language of communication. Music is 
ethereal, heavenly and spiritual. The transcending power 
of music is undeniable. A non-tangible, common language 
that brings us beyond and above material existence.  
 

I have always found music to be a natural part of my 
spiritual expression. I began singing as a little girl in a 
church choir. By the age of nine, I was singing Handel’s 
Messiah. Whether you are moved by the classical music of 
Monteverdi, Mozart, Bach and Beethoven, or modern 
gospel, acapella and contemporary Christian rock groups, 
music can move you in indescribable ways. It is a blessing 
to be able to work with musicians who can draw upon 
their talents to enhancing the worship experience with the 
congregation at St. John’s United Methodist Church.  
 

Music is an important way for us to praise and celebrate 
God. Psalm 98:1-7 says, “sing to the Lord a new song, for 
He has done marvelous things; His right arm and His holy 
arm have worked salvation for Him.” Psalm 105:2 says, 
“sing unto Him, sing palms unto Him: talk ye of all His 
wondrous works.” Let us celebrate God together through 
music. 
 

The next time you are moved by the beauty of music, 
your throat tightens up as you are about to cry, or you 
need to jump to your feet and dance, remember, music is 
used as a vessel to communicate. We cannot directly see 
God. We cannot touch God; yet He moves us in 
undeniable ways. 

Christmas 2017 Schedule 

 

Mark your calendar and plan on joining us for Christmas 
at St. John’s!  
 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017:  
 Pre-Christmas Eve Traditional Worship Service 
 

Sunday, December 24, 2017:  
 10 a.m. Combined Worship Service 
 

 5 p.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
 

 7 p.m. Traditional Worship Service  
 

There will not be a Christmas Day worship service 
this year.  

We have been called to prayer this September, as we 
desire God’s movement of grace, strength, and focus to 
increase in power and effect at St. John’s. We will focus 
on prayer for our members, clergy, church, and the 
church worldwide. We will have many opportunities for 
you to participate including prayer cards, morning and 
evening prayer sessions, prayer teams, and prayer                     
stations for church members and our community. Plan 
to join us, as we take this time to grow together in 
God’s grace and see how we might gain power and 
peace through our church-wide prayer focus.  
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First Look: 
 
Things to ask and say to your child this week: “Who is 
always with you? God is always with you!” 
 
As you put your child in his/her car seat, name the things 
that are with them. For example you can say, “your  
favorite toy is with you, like God is always with you.” 

 
252 Basic:  

Bible Story: Take on Thee (accepting one another) from 
Romans 15:7 and Acts 9: 26 - 18 (supporting Acts 9: 1 - 
25 and 26: 12 - 18).  
 
Bottom Line: Friends accept one another.  
 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are 
there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17 
 
Life App: Friendship - using your words and actions to 
show others you care.  
 

Thessalonians Study  
 
Join us as we begin the second study in the series lead 
by Reverend Troy Benton called 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 
This weekly bible study will begin Monday, September 
18, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. at St. John’s UMC and end on 
Monday, October 30, 2017.  
 
The Thessalonians study will help us understand God’s 
blueprint for how we function, model the best of God’s 
church in every aspect of our life, and how we can thrive 
as members of God’s church. A bible and an eagerness 
to learn is all you need to participate.  
 
Join us this fall as we delve deeper into this course on 
God’s instruction through 1 and 2 Thessalonians. For 
more information please contact the church at (618) 656
-1853.  

Third Grade  
Bible Milestone 

 
On Sunday, September 24, 2017, at both of our worship 
services, St. John’s will celebrate the Bible Milestone with 
our third grade students. All members of St. John’s are 
asked to pray for our third grade students, as well as 
their families as they embark on this special milestone. 
Everyone is also invited to attend the Bible Milestone 
dedication.  
 
An informational meeting for all parents of third grade 
students will be held on Sunday, September 17, 2017, 
at 10:05 a.m. in the Workroom.  
 
For more information about the Third Grade Bible 
Milestone please contact the church at (618) 656-1853. 

Moses Study 
 
The Transitions Sunday School class led by Jon and    
Jackie Snider will be starting a 6-week study on Sun-
day, Sept ember 17, 2017, in Room 124 at 10:05 
a.m. called, “Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant          
Prophet.” Adam Hamilton guides us in the footsteps of 
Moses’ life, from his modest birth and rescue, to the 
courts of Pharaoh to leading his people out of Egypt,  
using historical information, archaeological data and                     
biblical text. This reluctant prophet grew in his  
relationship with God and by the end of his life had  
successfully fulfilled the role he was given. 
 
Turn your own reluctance into boldness as you examine 
the significant challenges facing Moses and how God 
shaped his character and life in powerful ways. Contact 
Pastor Gholson at katiegholson@thenewstjohns.com if 
you have any questions.  



Fall Work Day 
* RESCHEDULED * 

 
The Fall Church Work Day has been rescheduled due to 
the Conflict Resolution Training Events. Please mark 
your calendar and plan to join us on Saturday, October 
21, 2017, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.! Help is needed 
inside, as well as outside to clean the church grounds 
and prep them for fall and winter. All volunteers are 
welcome and a lot of fun will be had! Please bring a 
pair of work gloves with you. Lunch will be provided.  
 
For more information please contact the church office 
at (618) 656-1853.  

Bridge Bread:  
 

Available This Sunday 
 
Stop by and purchase Bridge Bread this Sunday,             
September 17, 2017, from 9 a.m. until noon in the                       
Ministry Center Hallway. There will be a variety of breads, 
rolls, and sweet treats available to take home. Make sure 
you check it out!  
 

Volunteers Needed 

 
St. John’s sells Bridge Bread once a month where all of 
the proceeds support the bakers to help them transition 
from homelessness to working. We work with two area 
churches to coordinate schedules for picking up the bread 
and tasty treats. Our church coordinator, Amy Kerntke, 
recently moved out-of-state and Joann Eyster has kindly 
taken over organizing our sale days. She needs help to 
keep this important program offered at our church. 
Please consider helping by contacting Joann at (618) 444
-8516 or joannmarti1@hotmail.com.  

Flood Buckets Needed 
 
Did you know that the Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center in Chatham, Illinois assembles flood buckets all 
year long? They are part of the supply chain that 
collects and packages natural disaster kits, so in times 
of crisis, THOUSANDS of kits can be deployed rapidly to 
areas like Houston. You can help by sending cash 
donations or needed items to the MMDC. A bin is 
available in the Helping Hallway with lists of available 
items needed.  
 
If you would like to know more about the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center visit their website at: 
midwestmissiondc.org.  

Youth Ministry  
Sunday 
School 

Amplify and Intensify meet each week in 
Rooms 201 & 202 at 10:05 a.m. Come join 
us for good discussions over donut holes! 
 

New Intensify Study 
 

Intensify will begin a new study during 
Sunday School this fall called, “Seven: An 
Experiment Mutiny Against Excess.” The 
high school students chose this study and 
are excited to take on the challenge of 
learning how our “stuff” can get in the way 
of living fully for the Kingdom of God. All 
students in ninth through 12th grade are  
invited to participate for this adventure!  
 

Amplify & 
Intensify  

September 17: Youth Group, 6 p.m. at 
SJUMC. This week we will being our fall 
small group series and hope you will join us 
as we study how to LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
and love like Jesus loved. Each week we 
will discuss ways to positively modify our 
own behaviors and influence the world we 
live in to be more caring and loving.  
 
September 24: Youth Group, 6 p.m. at 
SJUMC 
 
October 1: Youth Group, 6 p.m. at SJUMC 
 
October 8: Trip to Altitude Trampoline 
Park - 91 Fountain Drive in Glen Carbon. 
We will eat lunch together at noon at  
SJUMC and our jump time is from 1 p.m. 
until 2 p.m. Pick-up is at Altitude 
Trampoline Park. Bring your own socks and 
$10.  
 
RSVP to Pastor Katie Gholson by 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017.  
 

Pastor Katie Gholson  
(618) 656-1853 or katiegholson@thenewstjohns.com 

 
Amplify Coordinator:  Tress Kurzym  

(832) 693-6745 or tresskurzym@thenewstjohns.com 



Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Coffee Fellowship, 
FH, 8:30 -11 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
Service,                           
MC, 9 am 

 

Bridge Bread,                      
MC Hallway, 9 am 

 

3rd Grade Bible 
Milestone Meeting, 
Workroom,                  
10:05 am 

 

Sunday School,                
10:05  am 

 

Contemporary 
Worship Service, 
MC, 11 am 

 

IGWT Choir Practice, 
Choir Room,                 
10:55 am 

 

Youth Group, 6 pm 

Open Walking,   
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Staff Meeting,  
Room, 127, 9 am 

 

Library Team, 
Library, 9:30 am 

 

Stage Play Class, 
Large Group 
Room, 10 am 

 

Girl Scouts,                   
Room 127, 6 pm 

 

Thessalonians 
Study,                      
Room 126,                 
6:30 pm 

 

Boy Scouts, FH,                
7 pm 

 

Mission Team, 
Room 105, 7 pm 

UMW Faith Circle, 
Room 105,                 
10 am 

 

Boy Scout Pack, 
FH, 6 pm 

 

SPRC,                        
Room 203,               
6:30 pm 

 

Children of Hope, 
Room 105,                 
7:30 pm 

Kitchen Clean-Up, 
Kitchen, 9 am 

 

Organist Practice,                      
MC, 2 pm 

 

UMW Lunch at Westport 
Church, 11 am 

 

New Testament Study,                         
Room 127, 6 pm 

 

CFM Team,                          
Room 107, 7 pm 

 

Al-Anon,                            
   Room 105, 7:30 pm 
 

Choir Practice,                  
Choir Room,                    
7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Open Walking,  
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Study Group, 
Room 105,              
9:30 am 

 

Blueprint Team, 
Workroom,              
5:30 pm 

 

Praise Band 
Practice,                   
6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Narcotics 
Anonymous, 
FH, 8:15 pm 

 
 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

3rd Grade Bible 
Milestone, both 
worship services  

 

Coffee Fellowship, 
FH, 8:30 -11 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
Service,                           
MC, 9 am 

 

Sunday School,                
10:05  am 

 

Contemporary 
Worship Service, 
MC, 11 am 

 

IGWT Choir Practice, 
Choir Room,                 
10:55 am 

 

Book Discussion, 
Lampman’s Home, 
5:30 pm 

 

Youth Group, 6 pm 

Open Walking,   
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Social Justice, 
Room 127,                  
6:30 pm 

 

Thessalonians 
Study,                      
Room 126,                 
6:30 pm 

 

Boy Scouts, FH,                
7 pm 

 

 

Mission Leader’s 
Meeting,                   
Room 126,                   
10 am 

 

Prep for Men’s 
Breakfast, 
Kitchen, 3pm 

 

Boy Scouts 
Committee 
Meeting, Room 
127, 7 pm 

 

Walking Wounded, 
Room 126, 7 pm 

 

Children of Hope, 
Room 105,                 
7:30 pm 

Men’s Breakfast,                   
FH, 7:30 am 

 

Emergency Assistance 
Fund, Room 126, 9 am 

 

Organist Practice,                      
MC, 2 pm 

 

New Testament Study,                         
Room 127, 6 pm 

 

Quilting for God,                  
Room 203, 6 pm 

 

Al-Anon,                            
   Room 105, 7:30 pm 
 

Choir Practice,                  
Choir Room,                    
7:30 pm 

 
Young Adult Journey 

Group, Room 202,  
6:30 pm 

 
 

Open Walking,  
MC, 8:30 am 

 

Study Group, 
Room 105,              
9:30 am 

 

Admin Council, 
Room 127,               
6:30 pm 

 

Praise Band 
Practice,                   
6:30 pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Narcotics 
Anonymous, 
FH, 8:15 pm 

 
 

 

Upcoming Birthdays 
September 17 Alan Koester 
   Katharine Peterson  
September 19 Austin Naylor  
September 20 Addelynn Duncan  
   Jane Voltz  
September 21 Asher Denkyirah 
September 22 Mary Ann Autenrieb 
   Carolyn Beckett 
   Joyce Brendle 
   Dustin Davis 
   Teresa Ess 
   Bruce Hoffman 
   Saundra Hudson  
   Mitchell McGinnis 
   Morgan McGinnis 
September 23 Kate Kerntke  
   Lillian Koester  

Prayer Requests 

This week I will pray for: 

 

 The military and their families, including from St. 
John’s: Ryon Daggett and Todd & Hope Schissel. 

 Prayers of healing and hope for our congregation’s 
loved ones and friends whose lives have been changed 
by Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma. 

 Sandy Fink requests prayer for Chris’ brother, Don, 
who is in the hospital and undergoing tests to                     
determine what is causing him to fall and become ill.  

 Bob and Carolyn Pulliam request continued prayer for 
Byron as he recovers from knee replacement surgery.  

 Prayers for our summer Mission Garden crops and the 
recipients who are nourished by them.  

 All unspoken prayers of our congregation.  


